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Mr. sI. LETTERS. 


Dear Sir, 5 


1 Diſike too many 'T kings 1 in Mr. 8 —n's 


Letters to notice, without being to you ex- 
: tremely tedious. And ſhall therefore give you 
my Thoughts only of ſome, as briefly as I can, 
with reſpect to, 1. His Omiſſion of the great 


Work of Regeneration, as previous to any Act of = 


Faith in us, tor Salvation. 2, Deficiency in De- 
f nition of juſtifying Faith. 3. Deriding the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of Faith, in its direct and reflex Acts. 
4. Reproaching the Holy Spirit's Witneſs in the 
Word of Promiſe. 5. Denying the Influence of 
Goſpel Grace on the Heart, unto Goſpel Holineſs. 


I ning the Acts of pure Faith, in the Soul's 


Flight unto Chriſt for Life, into Acts of Love, in 
Obedience to his Commands. 7. Placing Be- 
lie vers, when they fin, under the Curſe of God, and 
in danger of the Wrath that is to come. 8. Mak 


ing our Love to Chriſt, in continued Obedience of 


Life, the Condition of our Salvation. 9. Falſe 
Accuſation of all thoſe that aſſert the Neceſſity of 
direct Acts of Faith, in order to Juſtification, as 
making Faith, our juſtifying Righteouſneſs. And 
10, Diſmiſſing all the Deſcriptions of Faith, which 

he 1s $ pleas'd. to. call modern, to the Regions of 
5 n JE Dark- 


7 4 ] : 
Darkneſs from whence (he impiouſly ſays) they 


come l begin with, 

Firſt. Mr. S——n's Omiſſion of the great Work 
of Regeneration, as previous to any Act of Faith 
in us, for Salvation. The Work of the Holy Spi- 
rit in Regeneration, he never aſſerts as previous to 


our Acts of Faith for Salvation. But always 


placeth it after Faith, and makes it the Fruit of 


_ Faith. —Thus p. 88. | 3. Every one, then, Who 


<« is born of the Spirit, lives merely by what he 


& hears, without his performing any duty at all ; 


_< unleſs we ſhall ſay, it was the duty of Lazarus a 


© to hear and live, upon the uttering of the call, 


and your Soul ſhall live : 
call'd for, Duty : ? and Life, the Privilege, con- 


Come forth. He lives, I ſay, by what he hears: 


ſo the ſole reaſon he has to give for his comfort, 
© (mark it, his comfort, he ſuggeſts, is his Life) 
** is a ſubſtantial fact, ſupported by irrefragable 
© teſtimony. And the reaſon or ſpring. of his 
comfort, is the influencing principle of his life 
e and practice. — This is the ſum of all the ſcrip- 
ture ſpeaks about converſion, regeneration or the 


< new birth.” 
Here, Sir, we may obſerve, 1. That Mr. S—n 


” aſſerts, © That the man that is born of the Spirit, 


lives merely by what he hears, without performing 
any duty at all”. But if the Lord ſays, © Hear, 
is not that Hearing 


nected with if, conſequent upon it ? 2. That tho” 


we can't ſay, That it was the Duty of Lazarus to 


hear and jive, upon the Lord's uttering the call, 
Come forth hecauſe he had no natural principle for 


hearing and life, in his dead Body; yet we muſt 


not from thence infer, that it is not the Duty of 
natural men, who are dead in Sin, to hear the Gol- _ 


pel, by which Life is communicated to the Dew 
nor that they ought not to exerciſe their natural 


Faculties about the Kept made by the ws 3 
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for both which they have a capacity as rational 
creatures. 3. That this Inſtance of the Lord's re- 
ſtoring Life to dead Lazarus, is a fit Emblem of the 
Lord's Life-giving Voice to Men dead in Sin, 
whether ſuch that are found in their Duty of 
hearing the Goſpel, or not. If the former are 
brought to hear the Lord's voice in the Goſpel, or 
the latter to hear his voice in their Hearts, accord- 
ing to the Goſpel, to the Life of their Souls, it 
ſprings ſolely from his new-creating energy, produ- 
cing a principle of ſpiritual Life in their Hearts in 
an Inſtant, by which they have a ſpiritual capacity 
to hear the Lord's voice, and a given Ability to 
hear, that their Souls may live; or ſo to hear the 
Lord's voice in the Goſpel, unto their Life, in fur- 
ther Acts of Faith, Love, Hope, Joy, &c. As 
our Lord's Call to Lazarus, Come forth, at once 


produc'd the Thing call'd for, ſo, when the Lord 


calls for ſpiritual Motion in natural Men, he there» 
by gives ſpiritual Life for Motion, and the Motion 


call'd for, to all his own, by his quickning and aſ- 


ſiſting Spirit in an Inſtant ; by his quickning Spi- 
rit, he gives them a principle of ſpiritual Life, and 


5 by his aſſiſting Spirit, the proper actions of that 
Life, in ſpiritual hearing, believing, &c. unto their 


declared Right to eternal Felicity, and their preſent 
advancing Joy. With reſpect to the given princi- 
ple of ſpiritual Life, they live by new creating E- 
nergy, without the Performance of Duty; but with 
regard to the proper actions of that principle, which 


are call'd for, and which they are enabled to per- 
form, they live declaratively, they /ive in ex- 
perienc'd Felicity, in and by the Performance of 


ere, % 
[ Be 


. * 


Duty! — Now this given principle of ſpiritual 
Life, which the Scriptures call Regeneration, Mr, 

S8 n wholly omits; and turns us over for it tg 
a natural action, in a bare bearing of the Repor 


[6] 
of Salvation: * He lives, ſays he, by what he 
hears.” Or rather, we may obſerve, 4. That Mr. 
"0 n turns us over for Regeneration, to a na- 
tural Man's Life and Actions; while he adds, 
<< ſo the ſole reaſon he has to give for his comfort, 
js a ſubſtantial fact, ſupported by irrefragable 
« teſtimony. And the reaſon or ſpring of his 
comfort, (by his comfort, I ſuppoſe he means, 
his bare belief of the report) is the influencing 
principle of his life and practice. — This is the 
„ ſum of all the ſcripture ſpeaks about conver- 


il : 


< 
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& ſion, regeneration, or the new birth.” The 


reaſon of this man's comfort, according to him, is 
the bare Report. And the bare Report, the in- 
fluencing ſpring of his life and practice, or at moſt, 
his bare Perſuaſion of the Report, which is but the : 
natural aion of a natural Man, is his principle 
by which he lives and acts. And this he ſays is 
the Al of regeneration. Not to ſtand on his Im- 
_ propriety, in placing converſion, which 1s the crea- 
ture's act, before regeneration, which is the Spi- 
rit's Work, in order to it; the bare Report, is 
this Man's regeneration ; : andſoitis wholly out 
of himſelf; or at moſt, his bare Belief of it, in- 
Auencing his life and practice; ; and fo his regene- 
ration ſtands in his life and actions; according 
to the common Talk of natural Men, that they 
will amend their lives, and thus become new crea- 
' tures. Whereas, according to our Lord, The 
Tree (the Man,) muſt firſt be made good ; (by 
Regeneration, or a new principle wro't in the 
Heart) before the Fruit can be good : in Con- 
verſion. - 


But Mr. S——n appears to be a great Enemy 


to Heart-work , which looks as if he had never ex. 


perienced a ſaving Change in his own Heart: 
When he -ſays, ſpeaking of the perſonal Work of 
Chriſt, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, There God 


= appear, 


Fx. 


cc appears, not witking Deliverance by halves, not 
* co-operating with ſinful _ not reſtoring his 

« depraved Faculties,” p. 83. 1. 8. This is true, 
with reſpect to Chriſt's Work of Redemption. In 
that, indeed, he did not reſtore our depraved Fa- 


-/. culties. But did he not in ſatisfying for Sin, lay = 


a Foundation for Sin's Deſtruction, and the Soul's 
Reſtoration, by the Spirit of Grace, ſent down 
from Heaven, as the Fruit of his Death, Reſur- 

rection, Aſcenſion and Interceſſion, to reſtore. our 

depraved Faculties? Or to work in us a ſaving 

Change by Regeneration? But ſurely he had for- 
got the Apoſtle's exhortation, That (with reſpect 
to converſation-Holineſs) ye put on the new Man, 
(or the regenerate Principle in your Souls, which 

gets the Name of Man, from its being ſeated in 


all the Faculties of the Soul, and extending its In- 


fluence unto all the Members of the Body, ſo far 
as it prevails; and of the new Man, as it is the 
new - creation Work of God the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Heart, and as it is the Image of Chriſt in us, who 
is the new and heavenly Adam) which after God is 
created in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs, Eph. 
4. 24. And have put on the new Man, which is 
' renewed in Une a the 1 image of him that 
created him, Col. —And thus he ſays, 
„ When we hear one b defribing to us how he fe 
„ obtain'd peace with God, if we find him tak- | 
“ ing pains to inform us of the influences of grace 
he felt in his heart, and the operations of the 
Spirit leading him on to converſion, we may 
ee ſafely ſay, This is a ſpirit that ſpeaks of him- 
« ſelf ; this is not the true grace of God,” p. 362. 
1. 12. And, © Whenever our preachers find the 
heart made mention of in any text, they imme- 
-. diately dream of heart-work,” p. 364.1. 5. From 
hence it appears to me, that Mr. S——n oppoſes the 
I pole of the Holy Spirit's work of Grace in the Heart, 
having never experienced it in himſelf; and that 


be 
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he allows no Grace inherent, but will have nothing 

bear the Name of Grace, but that which is with- 
out us, which was diſplay'd in the Atonement of 

Chriſt; and alſo, that he will have no more in- 


tended by believing with the heart, than a bare 
Aſſent of the Underſtanding to the Truth, in an- 


ſwer to the Profeſſion made of it with the Mouth; 


as is plain from what follows: Or at moſt, he will 
have no more intended by believing with the heart, 


than a natural Love to the Truth, that Chriſt dy'd 
for Sinners : Whence natural Men pleaſe them- 


ſelves with a Notion that he dy'd for them, for the 
Pardon of their Sins, that they may ſave them- 


ſelves by their own Obedience ; which is very far 
from that ſupernatural, and univerſal Love of the 


Truth, in chuſing and embracing it in all its Parts, 
by the Will and Affections, which follows upon 
the Spirit's ſaving Illumination of the Under- 
ſtanding, and which is to be found in all thoſe, 
and in thoſe only, that are truly regenerate, or 
born of God. hut, Sir, I am to give you my 
Thoughts, 9 
Secondly. On Mr, S—n's Deficiency in hid 
Definition of juſtifying Faith. I have given a Hint 


of this already, but now ſhall purſue it more fully. 
—And Mr. S. 


< than the belief of a truth, or one's being per- 


fſuaded that a report is true,” p. 283. 1. 24. And 


again, © but this much may be faid in the Feat 5 


n brings in one of his Antago- 
niſts, ſaying, ** Can this bare Perſuaſion be of 
any manner "of advantage to our perſons : * And 
if he ſhould proceed to ſay, No ſurely; he adds for 
| himſelf, © I would then confidently conclude it 
was the very ſpirit and ſtyle of him; who after 
_ « deceitfully undermining the firſt words God ever 
* ſpoke to man, adventured to ſay, Ye jhall not 
s ſurely die, p. 85,1. 21, &c. Again, he ſays, 
„ Whereas nothing is mote eaſy to be a8 
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80 ml that if by any of them more be underſtood 
3 85 than the ſimple knowledge or perſuaſion of the 
| <« truth, then ſomething more than faith is under- 
BL ſomething more then is neceſſary to juſ- 
; „ tification,” p. 370. 1. 23. And thus he ="Þ 15 
elſewhere; but the places quoted are ſufficient to 
evince, that he aſſerts juſtifying Faith to be no 
more than a bare Perſuaſion of the Truth, 1. e. 
of the Atonement, or that Chriſt dy'd to fave 
Sinners; and here obſerve, That he makes this 
_ ſimple Perſuaſion neceſſary to Juſtification. 
1 But, Sir, The Scripture Doctrine, concerning 
juſtifying and ſaving Faith, is much more than a 
bare Perſuaſion of the Truth of the GolpeP's Re- 
port, That Chriſt dy'd for Sinners. Tho' it's true, 
That this Report is the ſolid Ground of Faith 
in its direct Act, towards its Object; for, if Chil 
had not dy'd for our Sins, and roſe again for our 
Juſtification and Salvation, there wou'd be no 
Ground for a Sinner to believe on the Saviour, for 
his own Juſtification and Salvation. And this Re- 
port, as manag'd on the Heart, by the Spirit of 
Faith, gives the Lord's People their firſt Encou«, 
ragement. While they hear, not the outward Re- 
Port of the Word barely, but the Spirit's Voice 
in the Word, enlightning their Minds in, and per- 
ſuading them of the Word's Reality, there is a 
Ray of Light breaks in, unto ſome Degree of 
Hope, ina ho can tell but he dy'd for me? And 
3 Þ when the Spirit of Faich hath given the Soul, by 
1 his Regenerating Grace on the Heart, a Principle 
C of Faith, and preſents to its Mind the Ground of 
f Faith; he draws out this given Principle, into 
FM” of Faith, by preſenting to the Mind, and. 
applying to the Heart for Encouragement, ſome 
ql odr other of thoſe Scriptures, which require Sinners 
| 
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dio believe on the. Saviour for Juſtification and Sal. 
os. Such as, "4 Look unto Mz ; and be ye 
e B  faved.” ” 
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— And Mr. S 
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he allows no Grace inherent, but will have nothing 


bear the Name of Grace, but that which is with- 


out us, which was diſplay'd in the Atonement of 
Chriſt; and alſo, that he will have no more in- 


tended by believing with the heart, than a bare 
Aſſent of the Underſtanding to the Truth, in an- 
{wer to the Profeſſion made of it with the Mouth; 
as is plain from what follows : Or at moſt, he will 
have no more intended by believing with the heart, 
than a natural Love to the Truth, that Chrift dy'd 


for Sinners: Whence natural Men pleaſe them 


ſelves with a Notion that he dy'd for them, for the 


Pardon of their Sins, that they may fave them- 
ſelves by their own Obedience; which is very far 


from that ſupernatural, and univerſal Love of the 
Truth, in chuſing and embracing it in all its Parts, 


by the Will and Aﬀections, which follows upon 


the Spirit's ſaving Illumination of the Un ler- 
ſtanding, and which is to be found in all thoſe, ; 


and in thoſe only, that are truly regenerate, or. 
born of God. —bBut, Sir, 1 am to * 8 my 


Thoughts, 


Secondly. On Mr. S—=n's s Deficiency in his 


Definition of juſtifying Faith.—I have given a Hint 


of this already, but now ſhall purſue it more fully. 
-n brings in one of his Antago- 
niſts, ſaying, ** Can this bare Perſuaſion be "of. 


any manner "of advantage to our perſons ?” And 


if he ſhould proceed to ſay, No ſurely; he adds for 


himſelf, „1 would then confidently conclude it 


was the very ſpirit and ſtyle of him; who after © 
deceitfully undermining the firſt words God ever 


© ſpoke to man, adventured to ſay, Ye ſhall not 


e ſurely die, p. 85,1. 21, &c. Again, he ſay Th | 


„ Whereas nothing is more eafy to be underſtoo 
than the belief of a truth, or one's being per- 


fſuaded that a report is true,” p. 283. 1.24. And 
again, 66 but this much may be aid in the Sf 4 


— ral, 


* 
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© ral, that if by any of them more be underſtood 
« than the {imple knowledge or perſuaſion of the 


truth, then ſomething more than faith is under- 


<& ſtood, ſomething more then is neceſſary to juſ- 


< tification,” p. 370. 1. 23. And thus he ſpeaks 


elſewhere ; but the places e. are ſufficient to 
evince, that he aſſerts juſtifying Faith to be no 


more than a bare Perſuaſion of the Truth, i. e. 
of the Atonement, or that Chriſt dy'd to ſave 
Sinners; and here obſerve, That he makes this 
ſimple Perſuaſion neceſſary to Juſtification. 
+ Bur, Sir, The Scripture Doctrine, concerning 
_ juſtifying and ſaving Faith, is much more than a 
bare Perſuaſion of the Truth of the Goipel's Re- 


port, That Chriſt dy'd for Sinners. Tho' it's true, 


That this Report is the ſolid Ground of Faith 

in its direct Act, towards its Object; for, if Chi 
had not dy'd for our Sins, and roſe again for our 
Juſtification and Salvation, there wou'd be no 
Ground for a Sinner to believe on the Saviour, for 
his own Juſtification and Salvation. And this Re- 
port, as manag'd on the Heart, by the Spirit of 
Faith, gives the Lord's People their firſt Encou- 
ragement. While they hear, not the outward Re- 
| Port of the Word barely, but the Spirit's Voice 
in the Word, enlightning their Minds in, and per- 
ſuading them of the Word's Reality, there is a 
Ray of Light breaks in, unto ſome Degree of 
Hope, in a //ho can tell but he dy'd for me? And 
when the Spirit of Faich hath given the Soul, by 
his Regenerating Grace on the Heart, a Principle 
af Faith, and preſents to its Mind the Ground of 
. he draws out this given Principle, into 
Acts of Faith, by preſenting to the Mind, and 


applying to the Heart for Encouragement, ſome 
or other of thoſe Scriptures, which require Sinners 


to believe on the. Saviour for Juſtification and Sal- 
vation. Such as, Look unto ME; and be ye 


B ſaved. ”. 


10 1 
ſaved.” Come unto Mx, all ye that labour and 


are heavy laden; and I will give You Reſt.“ 
Him that cometh” unto M; I will in no wiſe 


caſt out.” * Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” * He that believeth, 
ſhall be ſaved.” © By Him. all that believe, are 
juſtify'd from all Things, from which ye could 
not be juſtiſy'd by the Law of Moſes,” &c. And 
when the Holy Ghoſt brings to the Mind, and 


applies to the Heart any of theſe precious Words, | 


or ſuch like ; He thereby draws out the Ang - 


of Faith into the call'd-for Act of Faith; 


ſweetly allures the Heart to, and mightily ait 
the Soul in the Act of Faith. So that his Faith, 
as to Principle, by New- creating Grace, and his 
Faith, as to Act, thro which he is ſaved, or with 
which his Salvation, by the ſacred Word's Decla- 
ration, is inſeparably connected, being by Almighty | 
Energy, is to him, Not of Himſelf, but the 


Gift of God.” And yet, as an Act of Faith, I. 


the Creature's Act, which God requires, in order 


to his Juſtification and Salvation; * This is his 
- Commandment, that we believe on the Name of 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt :** So he is not ſaved, as Mr. 
S -. aſſerts, wy Wirhout his performing any Duty 


at all,“ p. 88. 1. 5. And this contradictorily e- 


nough with himſelf, where he aſſerts Faith's Neceſ- 


ſity tor Juſtification, p. 370. l. 27. And elſewhere 


ſays, concerning the Report, This muſt be be- 
lie ved, for juſtification.” And yet notwithſtanding 
this his Aſſertion, he makes our Act of Faith 


nothing at all but Chriſt's perſonal Work; where 
with reference to that Text, in which our Lord, 
in anſwer to the Jews Query, ſays, This is 3 
Work of God (i. e. that he requires of you) that 
ye believe on him whom he hath ſent:“ Mr. 
Sn fays, © fo they could neither” underſtand, 
wh, nor believe, that Jeſus came down from heaven 


a 
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to work the work of God by limſelt alone,“ 
p- 99. 1. 3. And thus, p. 269.1. 4. And he alſo 


contounds Faith, with the Truth, „When once 
a man believes. a teſtimony, he becomes poſſeſt 


« of a truth; and that truth may be ſaid to be 
« His faith, p. gol. J. 9. How ſtrange is this? 


Is not any Truth, that a Man believes, a diſtinct 
Thing, from the Act of his Mind, in giving Cre- 


dit to it? Is not the former the Object, and the 


latter the Act which is converſant about it? Nor 
is what he inſtantly adds, leſs ſtrange, Yea, we 


have no idea of truth, but with yo METS to its 


being believed.” Surely he had forgotten what 
our Lord ſaid to the Jews, © I told you, (viz. 
the Truth, of his being the Meſſiah) bat ye 
believed not.” And if we can have no Idea of 
Truth, but wh reference to its being believed, 
how is it, that the Truth of the Goſpel, is be. 
liev'd by ſome, and diſbeliev'd by others? Shou'd 
he ſay, It is the Unbeliever only that can have 
no Idea of the Truth, becauſe he believes it not Tt 
Will not what our Lord ſays, of thoſe who ſinn'd 


againſt- Light, and with Spite, confute him? 


But now have they both ſeen and hated both 

Mx and my Father:” And to them, If ye had 
been blind, ye ſhould not have had Sin; but now 

— 05. We ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth. 
But the Acts of Faith, above hinted, Mr. 8 

calls Jargon, and ſays, © [t was not then Watt he 7. 

p. 309. l. 20. However, | will leave him at pe ; 


lect, and return. 


＋* Acts of Faith then; or the Soul's Motion | 
from Self to Chriſt, are what God requires, in or- 


der to its foltifcalon - and Salvation, and moſt 


certainly they are what. every true Believer is 
enabled to perform ; and fo that Faith which the 
Goſpel requires for Juſtification, is much more 
5 than a ſimple Perſuaſion of the bare Report. It 
prey wh B * is 


of 


TT -. 
Ig Looking unto Chriſt for Salvation, as the Iſrael- 
ites /ooked unto the brazen Serpent for Healing. 
The brazen Serpent was by God's Appointment, 
ſet upon a Pole in the Camp of Iſrael, that thoſe 
_ ſtung by the fiery Serpents, might ook unto it for 

Healing, and in Looking, they were healed. It 


came to pals, that when any Man beheld the Ser- 


pent of Braſs; he lived.” And thus our Lord ap- 
plys it to Himſelf, © As Moſes lifted up the Ser- 

pent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of. 
Man be lifted up: That whoſoever believeth in 
Him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal Life.” 
It was not enough for a ſtung Iſraelite, to hear and 
believe the Report, That there was a Serpent of 
Braſs lifted up for Healing; but he muſt loo un- 
to it, by God's Appointmen, for his own Cure; 
or Death, by the Sting of the fiery Serpent, he 
muſt certainly ſuffer. And ſo, it is not enough, 

for a Sinner's Healing and Life, That he hears and. 
believes the Report, That Chriſt dy'd the Death, 

for Sinners Life; but he muſt actually ook unto 
| Him, for his own Salvation. And all that look, 

live; and thoſe that look not, mult die the Death... 

the Death which their Sins have deſerved, which 
the Law hath pronounced, even the ſecond Death, 

in unſpeakable Miſery, to an endleſs Eternity.— 
Faith in Chriſt, for Juſtification and Salvation, is 


the Soul's Coming unto Him, for the ſame, for his 


own Juſtification and Salvation. And every poor 
Sinner that thus comes to the great Saviour, 
« Flt will in no wiſe caſt out,” but receive bim, 
to the Glory of God. — Faith in Chriſt, that Faith, 
with which Salvation is inſeparably connected, is 
the Soul's Recerving of Him, not the bare Report | 


of him ſimply, but Him, in his Perſon and Ful- 


_ neſs, in all his Offices and great Performances, 
who is the great Saviour reported, unto all the 
Ends of ds bo or the r of God, and his Sal- 


—— 


L 43˙1 
vation, preſent and eternal. And © To as many 
as thus received, and receive him, He gave, he 
gives them, Power, Right or Privilege to be- 
come the Sons of God.” Or, He gives them, up- 
on this their Believing in Him, a viſible, pleada- 
ble Relation to God, as his Children; and thus 
makes them Heirs of Gop, and Joint-Heirs with 


Hi, of the Eternal Inheritance. Saving Faith 


in Chriſt, is the Soul's Flying unto Hin, as the 
Hope, which the Goſpel ſets before them for Re- 
fuge from that awful, that eternal Wrath, which 
is to come. It is not enough, only to hear, and 
believe the bare Report, That the Saviour is a 
Refuge from the eternal Storm; but every Soul 
that ſhall be ſaved, muſt actually flee by Faith 
into Chriſt, for himſelf, for his own Salvation. 
Ass it was not enough, for the Man- layer, under 
the Law, to hear and believe, That there were 
Cities of Refuge provided for the Safety of ſuchk 
that were in his Caſe; bur he muſt haſten, by lo- 
cal Motion, into one of them, for his own Salva- 
tion; he mult fe into the Refuge-City, or the A- 
venger of Blood wou'd deſtroy him utrerly. And 
: accordingly, ſaved Sinners, the Heirs of Promiſe, 
are declar'd to be ſuch, That have fled to Chriſt 
for Refuge, to lay hold on Him the Hope ſet 
before them. Again, Saving Faith in Chriſt is, 
The Soul's Relying, Staying, or Reſting upon 
Him, as Gop's Foundation, laid in Sion, for the 
Whole of his Salvation, and its own Salvation by 


him. As ſays the Apoſtle, Unto You therefore 


| that believe, Ht is precious.” In the preceding 


Verſe he ſays, ©* Wherefore alſo it is contained in 
the Scripture, Behold I lay in Sion, a chief Cor- 
ner - Stone, (a ſure Foundation, as in the Text from 
| whence it's quoted) elect, precious: and he that 
believeth on Hi, ſhall not be confounded.” Be- 
G in this Teſts is believing on him; or, ac- 


cording , 


= | 
1 cording to the Metaphor, it is, The Soul's Reft- 
|| ing the whole Weight of its Salvation upon 
l! _ Chriſt, that ſure Foundation, juſt as the whole 
Weight of the Building reſts upon its Baſis. And 0 
unto them which believe, Chalsr is precious. 
God the Father, who laid this ſure Foundation, 1 
calls him Precious: And Believers, {rom a Sight 
1 an Heart-attracting Sight of his ſuperlative . 
cellency, and All- ſurpaffing Glory, | in the Exerciſe 
of Faith, call him Precious Chriſt is God's T7 
cChoſen Foundation; and Chriſt is a Believer's 
choſen Foundation. A Believer chooſes to caſt 
1 his whole Soul, to reſt his whole Weight on Chriſt, 
$ for the Whole of his Salvation; and it. is uſually 


* Y 8 3 „ 


| at firſt, with an If I periſh, I periſh: I'll not 
= ſtir an Hair's Breadth from of Chriſt. —And with 
| 5 reſpect to che Act of ſaving Faith, in particular, 


as juſtifying , it is the Soul's Submiſſio on to the Sa- 

viour's Righteouſneſs, for its own Juſtification. 

It's not enough, that a convinced Sinner hears 

and believes the bare Report, That Chriſt came to 

4 | fulfil, and has fulfilPd, all Righteouſneſs for un- 

=. righteous Men; but the F aich! that God requires, 

1 and that a Believer. obedientially yields, is that of 
Submiſſion to the complete Obedience of Chriſt, | 
for his own Juſtification. The Faith of a Be- 
liever reſpects the Obedience of Chriſt, in boten 
its Parts, active and paſſive. As it is Faith in bis 
Blood, the Saul ſees with a ſupernatural Eye, and 7 
in ſupernatural Light, its infinite Value and Pre- 
Ciouſneſs, approves of it, as a ſufficient Satisfaction 

to Divine Juſtice, and ſeeing the Van,ty, and Ini- 
quity of all other Pleas, the believing Soul pleads 
.Chriſt's Satisfaction alone, for its own Pardon, 
and reſting on Chriſt's Atonement, it expects no 
Peace with God, but ſolely on his Account. And 
as it is Faith in his active Obedience to the Law's 
Aae, to make AR. ighteous Perſon, e 

ee 
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[ 15 ] 
and perfectly righteous, before a God of trier 
Juſtice and flaming Holineſs, the Soul fees an All- 
ſurpaſſing and Heart-attracting Glory in it, bows 
do it moſt heartily, ſhrouds itſelf under the Covert 
of it moſt thankfully, puts it on, as its juſtifying 

| Dreſs entirely, and deſires to be found therein, 
in all its Approaches to God here, and in the 
 Tudgment-Day hereafter, moſt earneſtly.—Thus 
juſtifying Faith ſubmits to the Saviour's Righte- 
ouſneſe, for Juſtification. And upon every ſuch 
| Believer, this Righteouſneſs 7s unto his complete 
Juſtification, and everlaſting Salvation. He no 
longer ſeeks Righteouſneſs before God, by his own 
Obedience to the Law; no; he eren all his 
own Righteouſneſs, as filthy Rags; he ſees the 
_* Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to be a Royal Robe, and 
_ wrapping himſelf around with it, he attains to 
Righteouſneſs, while he thus ſeeks it by Faith, ac- 
_ cording, to the Goſpel. And thus the Apoſtle Paul 
ſpeaks, where, deſcribing the Unbelief of the Jews, 
and of all Unbelievers whatſoever, he ſays, „They 
being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and going 
about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, have 
not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righteouſneſs of 
God.” If Unbelief conſiſts in a Non-Submiſſion to 


5 the Redeemer's Righteouſneſs; Faith muſt be a 


Submiſſion to it; and that not only to a Reception 
of the bare Report concerning it; but juſtifying | 
Faith in Believers, is a Submiſſion of Themſelves 

unto it, or their bowing obedientially to this 
Righteouſneſs, and receiving it as God's free Gift 
of infinite Grace, for thimfelves. And thus, * In 
the Lox», ſhall one (and every one that ſhall be 
ſaved) ſay, have 1 Righteouneſs and Strength.” 
And tho' many Believers can't ſay by way of Ap= 
-propriation, as to Aſſurance of lntereſt, “ In the 

ORD have J Righteouſneſs ,” yet every one of 


them appropriates this Righteouſneſs to himſelf, 
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by an entire Submiſſion to it, for his ow) Juſtifi- 


cation. He moſt e accepts for himſelf, this 
great Gift of God. His inmoſt Soul cleaves 


to this Righteouſneſs ; the Sentiment of his Heart 
is, This is my Righteouſneſs, i. e. This is that 


which I chooſe, which I deſire to be found in for 


Ever; and his Deſires to be found in it, are his 


ſhrouding his Soul under the Covert of it, or his 


putting it on as his own. And this Ac of Sub- 
_ miſſion to the Reder e Righteouſneſs, is that 


very Act of Faith ſpecifically, to which Ju'tifica- : 
tion by Grace, in the Word of Promiſe, is an- 


nexed. It is 7his that is our required Duty, in 
order to Safety. And Aſſurance of Intereſt, ac- 
cording to the Promiſe, is call'd for of every Be- 


liever, in the next Place, as his Duty, and his 
Privilege, for God's Glory, and his greater Joy,— 
And why ſhou'd Mr. S -n blame thoſe Goſ- 


pel Miniſters, which he is pleas'd to call, Modern 


and popular Preachers, for putting Souls upon En- 
quiry, if they have found theſe, or ſuch like Acts 
of Faith, in and towards Chriſt, in themſelves ? _ 
Since no one under Heaven hath any declared 


Y Right to the Promiſes of Life, as they ſtand in the 


Book of God, without ſuch Acts being put forth. 
And ſince Faith is the Creature's Act, and what 


God requires, why ſhou'd he be di ſpleas'd with 
them, for exciting Men to their Duty! : 

cou'd they fulfil their Miniſtry, in preaching the . 

| Goſpel of Grace, but in Teſtifying to all, Re- 
pentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Je- 

ſus Chriſt??? Without putting Souls upon En- 
quiry, if they have experienc'd theſe Acts of Faith _ 
on Chriſt, or not, how cou'd they feed Chriſt's | 
Lambs, weak Believers, or warn Unbelievers of 


How elſe 


their imminent Danger of the Wrath to, come, 


which as an impending Storm, will ſhortly. come 
down upon all that are out of Him f —— But * 


| Git 7) 
Mr. 8 will have all Men to be ungodly, 
when God juſtifies them, that is, according to 
him, in an ungodly, unregenerate State. But that 
Text won't prove it, But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on Him that juſtifieth the Un. 
godly, his Faith is counted for Righteouſneis.“ 
For before any Soul can believe unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, he muſt be the Workmanſhip of God the 
Holy Ghoſt; he muſt be created in Chr ſt Jeſus, 
unto good Works, and to this of Faith in Chriſt, 
By God's juſtifying the Ungodly then, I think we 
are to conceive no more than this, that God in 
: juſtifying a Sinner that believes on the Saviour, 


don't conſider that Man as righteous in himſelf, but 


as Ungodly, in his corrupt Nature and Practice; 


and that the Man himſelf, when he believes on God 


thro? Chriſt for juſtifying Grace, caſts himſelf _—_ 
neath the Divine Throne, not in elating Views of 
his own Goodneſs, but in the moſt humbling Pro- 


ſpects of his own Ungodlineſs, both by Nature and 
Practice. He ſees he wants a perfect Righteouſ- 


neſs, he ſees there is one in Chriſt, which by the 


 _ Goſpel God holds forth, to be receiv'd by Faith, | 


and ſeeing no juſtifying Righteouſneſs, i in or about 
HFimſelf, he makes out for it to Chriſt, and to God 
in him, by Faith. Upon which, His Faith; the 
Object of it, not his Act towards it, the Obedience 
of Chriſt, not his exercis'd Grace, is imputed unto 
bim for Righteouſneſs, or is the Matter of his juſtify- 
ing Righteouſneſs ; while his Act of Faith, as a 
given, empty, open Hand, gladly receives that 


ow rich, glorious Gift — Which brings me to, 


1 Thirdly. Mr. S——-n's deriding the Scripture 
b Doctrine of Faith, in its direct and reflex Acts. — 
And he ſays, If we deprive their faith of its 

hands, feet, and every idea of motion, we ſhall 

< be at the greateſt loſs to know what it is, page 

282. * 2 23. Again, © Hence we hear of the vari- 

** ous 
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* flying, and the act of truſting, a believing 


line 15. | 
> e Drs Mr. 8 


-n derides the Scriptuce 


6e ſays) of its hands, feet, and every idea of mo- 


„ tion, we ſhall be at the greateſt loſs to know » 


-" 36. what it is.” Bot, bleed” be God: thas Fant - 


which is of his Operation, by the exceeding Great- 
neſs of his Power, whereby he rais'd his Son, that 


& ous acts of faith, direct and reflex. Hence the 
<« faith of reliance, affiance, aſſurance, the act of 


00 application, eee . Page Je" 5 


Doctrine of Faith, in its 3 28 reflex Acts, 
with a Sheer, Their Faith, the popular 
Preachers Faith, that which they 80 to have, 
and to exhort others to; as if it was not that Faith 
deſcrib'd in the Goſpel. © And if we deprive it (he 


Precious Faith of his Elect, can never be really 


_ deprived of its Hands and Feet, nor of its every 


. Kind of Motion to its Precious Object, tho' it 
may be depriv'd of theſe doctrinally, by ſeducing Hd 


deprived; no wonder that they, nor any one elle, 


come to him, To whom coming, as unto a living 


Refuge; how daring is it in any Man, to deride 


F aith 


'iH ; 
* es” 
* 


* Zr. 3 ⁵*ð— 


theſe Acts of Faith ! 1f-Gop himſelf ſpeaks thus 
| in his Word, how bold a ſtroke upon his Honour 
is it in Mir. Sn, to turn theſe diſtinct Acts of 


Men of corrupt Minds, who wou'd, if it were pol- — 
ſible, deceive the very Ele& : And when it is thus 


according to their Senſe, are at the greateſt Loſs to 
know what it is. If the Wiſdom of God in his 
| Word, has tho't fit to deſcribe ſaving Faith, in its 
various Acts, by an Eye to ſee Chriſt, We ſee 
Jeſus :” By an Hand to receive him, © As ye have 
Received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord :” By a Foot 1 


Stone:“ And to denote the Swiftneſs of the Soul's 
Motion to Chriſt, by ings to fly to him, Who 
are theſe that ſ as a Cloud, and as the Doves unto 
their Windows ?” And ſays, „They have fled for 
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Faith, with reſpect to their Diſtinction, over to the 


popular Preachers, as if it was form'd by them, to 
ſerve their Turn, as deſigning Men ! Moſt ſurely, 


it looks, as if he had never dexperienc'd them in 
himſelf, and ſo ridicules thoſe ſacred Things, 
which he don't underſtand. And tif he hath never 


exerted any of theſe Acts of Faith towards Chriſt 


for himſelf, he is yet an Unbeliever, notwithſtand- 
ing his ſetting up for a Non ſuch in Faith, in profeſt 
Faith, of a bare Perſuaſion of the Goſpel s Report. 
And what a ſad Account will he have to give of 
his thus deſpiſing the ſacred Oracles, and the Lord's 


Miniſters, and of his hindring, by his corrupt 


Doctrine, inſtead of furthering, the Faith of the 
Saints! 
_ Faith; and as to its reflex Act, in Aſſurance — -- 
Intereſt, he will allow of none to ariſe ſimply 
from the Promiſe made to Believers in Chriſt ; but 
turns us over for this to our Obedience of which 
I may hereafter take further notice Whereas the 
__ Holy Spirit frequently aſſiſts Believers to put 
forth a reflex Act of Faith inſtantaneouſly, towards 
the Promiſe given them, upon their previous direct 
Act, and as the Spirit of Promiſe ſeals them unto 
. Faith's Aſſurance of Intereſt, and to Joy unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory. And while God in his 
Promiſe faith, © Whoſoever believeth in Chriſt, 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life ;* what 
ſhou'd hinder the Believer from a tweet and ſolid 
_ Perſuaſion of his own Intereſt in Chriſt and his 
Salvation? I am ſure nothing can do it but his 
e Unbelief, or his Neglect of Duty, to exerciſe Faith 
in its reflex Act, that it ſhall be unto him, as the 
TL ord hath ſpoken. 
Again, Mr. S 
told, that faith hath two a one for taking 
home Chriſt to ourſelves, and another for giving 
e ourſelves to Chriſt.” (And don't Believers 


He is quite W to direct Acts of 


n ſay „ We are likewifs 


C 2 give 


„ BY 
die de their own Selves unto the Lord, then? Don't 
"hey, in Faith's Reſignation ſay, I am the Lord's?) 
3 But (lays he) if faith muſt be call'd an [nſirument, 
e and if it be at the ſame time maintained, that 
“ juſtification comes by faith only; then I am at 
full Liberty ro affirm, that he who is poſſeſſed 
of the inſtrument, hand, or mouth, is already 
juſtified, without regard to his uſing the inſtru- 
ment, his taking or giving with the hand, or re- 
ceiving with the mouth. Thus the Artifice by 
which they wou'd impoſe upon us, may be "uy 
eablily diſcerned, p;-28 5.1; 4, K.. 5 
Bur if we are ſaid to be juflify'd by Faith, where's 
the Artifice, in calling Faith an laſtrumeps 7 Init 
not a Word moſt fit to ſet forth our Act of Faith, 
in receiving the Gift of Righteouſneſs, as being in 
itſelf, no Part of that Righteouſneſs, by which we 
are ju ified? And where's the Impoſition of call- 
ing Faith an Inſtrument of our Juſtification? Can 
he think, when God ſays of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, _ 
„It ſhall be imputed unto us, if we believe,” 
that Faith is not required of us, as a Hand, to 
receive this Righteouſneſs for our own Juſtification ?. 
If Faith then is required of us, to receive Chriſt's. 
Righteouſneſs, is not Faith's receiving Act im- 
= 3d on us as or Duty ? And if he will have it 
Impoſition, who is the Impoſer, God, or Man? 
If it be God, as moſt ſurely Hz requires it; why 
does he lay it upon Men, as being merely their 
Impoſition ?—But how vainly doth he talk, That 
if Faith be an Inſtrument of Juſtification z then 
the Man that hath it, is juſtify'd without Ihe uſe of 
zt | Did ever any aſſert, That Faith in its Principle, . 
is the Inſtrument of Juſtification ? Don't all who 
aſſert Faith the Inſtrument ; ſtrictly regard Faith in 
its Act; or the Act of that Hand, in Reception 
of the Saviour's Righteouſneſs, for which it has a 
Fitneſs, reſident in the Principle? As in common 


Speech, 55 


„ 


Speech, when we ſay, ſuch or ſuch a Piece of Work 
was done by this or that Man's Hand; we muſt 
infer from thence, that his Hand was active in 


its Performance, yea, we expreſs as much. Onl 


there is this Difference ; in common Works, the 
5; Man that doth any Fhing with his Hand, 1s the 
Agent of what he doth ; but in our being juſtify*d 


by Faith, we are not the Agents of our Juſtifica- 


tion; God is the Juſtifier, the ſole Agent in this 
great Work; and Faith's given, affiſted, open and 
empty Hand, is a mere Recipient, it brings nothing 
for Juſtification, but receives all, and is therefore 
fitly ſtyPd an Inſtrument, And an Inftrument, it 
cannot be, in Recipiency, without Activity. And 
therefore, no Man can be juſtify'd by Faith, as an 
Inſtrument, without the Uſe of it, 
Once more, Mr. S-—-n ſhews his ſevere Re- 
ſentment againſt an Act of Faith for Juſtification, 
by calling it a cruel ſomething, ** And indeed, a 
„ cruel ſomething it is: (and then gives his Reaſon 
for ſo doing) for it ſtings to death all who co- 
e yet, and all who have it. The former it leads 
c thro? a tireſome and gloomy path unto utter 


% Darkneſs; the latter it lulls aſleep on the top 


< of a precipice, ſooths them a while with pleaſing 
dreams, then throws them down headlong at 
« laſt,” p. 94. 1. 30. 25 


7 


By Mr. S—n's repreſenting an Act of Faith 
towards Faith's Object, in this Light, or rather, 
in this dark Hue; it's enough to deter any Perſon 

from ſeeking after it, or attempting it, that can 
believe what he ſays to be true.— But if God favs, 
in the unerring Truth of his precious Word, That 
the Soul that looks to Chriſt for Salvation; ſhall 


be ſaved by him: That 48 many as receive Chriſt, 


are Sons and Heirs of Gop: That he that comes 
unto Chriſt, ſhall never hunger, and he that be- 
lieveth on him, (i- e. by an Act of Faith in com- 


ing 
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T 22 : 
ing to him) ſhall never thirſt : That he that eateth 
Chriſt, that feeds on his Fleſh by Faith, and drink- 
eth his Blood ; fhall live by him, and hath eternal 
Life, &c. how daring is it in Mr. S n, to 


contradict it! And let e every Believer ſay, in Faith's 
Joy, Let Gop be true, and every Man (that 


thus dares to deny, and confront his Truth) a Liar.” 


Sad will be the Account he has to give, at the 


great Day for theſe his Lies againſt Cop: s Truth, 


and the Saints precious Faith; which, as it ap- 
Pears to me, he labours earneſtly to root out, both 


as to Principle and Act, from the Heart, and Doc- 
trine and Practice, from off the Earth. But Glory 


be to God, neither he, nor any other of Satan's In. 


ſtruments, ſhall ever be able to effect it. I pity 


his ſad Caſe, while he appears to me, to be of the 


Number, of „wicked Men and Seducers, who 
ſhall wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being de- 


\ ceived.” But God will have his Witneſſes, for | pre- 


cious Faith, in the Earth who ſhall hold it faſt, 
both in Doctrine and Practice, from a bleſt Expe- 5 


rience of its Truth and Fruit in their Hearts, not- 


withſtanding any Enticements, or Affrightments, 


which may be ſuggeſted to them by any Seducers, 


to part with it. 

And how weak is Mr. 8 's Objection a- 
gainſt Acts of Faith cowards} its ee Object, 
becauſe of Diſtance of Place, and as to Bodily Pre- 


ſence, «« Chriſt is in Heaven, and we on Earth,” 


P. 363. 1. 9: Can't a ſpiritual Man exert a ſpiri- 
tual Act Faith, while he's here on Earth, to- 
wards C mw ts Object, becauſe he is now in Hea-. 
ven? Can't the ſpiritual Mind of a Man whole 
corporeal Abode is here on the Earth, aſcend to 
Heaven in an Inſtant, and have its Converting: 


there, his City-Trade in Heaven? How many 


Thouſands of ſuch Aſcenſions do thoſe experience, 


who are. — with Chriſt, by Faith of the Opera- 
: tion 
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tion of God. And don't the Heirs of Promiſe, 
when they fly by Faith to Chriſt for Refuge, lay 
hold on Him, who is within the Vail, in the Ho- 
lieſt of all, even Heaven itſelf; hither the Fore- 
runner is for us entered?“ —— What can Mr. 


S — 


n mean by this Objection ? ? Is it not to 


inform us, That there is no coming to Chriſt but 


by local Motion? And that there is no coming to 


Chriſt now, but in our coming to public Ordi- 
nances ? And if we-ſo come with our Bodies, it 
can't be coming to Chriſt, according to him; be- 


cauſe Chriſt, is not corporeally in the Place. So 


that he mult mean, it he wou'd tell us plainly, 
That there is now, no coming to Chriſt at all, in Re- 
ality, becauſe he is in Heaven corporeally. — But 
bleſſed be God, for the ſure Word of Prophecy.— — 
1 now come to _ 


Fourthly. Mr. 8 


——N'S ; Reproaching the 


Holy Spirit's Winch. in the Word of Promile.— 
And he ſays, © However the matter may be bro't 


5 00 


about, one thing is plain, that the myſterious 


«© Work aſcribed to the Spirit, iſſues in this, to" 
turn the dead letter of the ſcripture into a living 


„ principle, and to perſuade a man, tho? he be not 
mentioned in the ſcripture, cither by name or 
& ſurname, that Chriſt dy'd for him. And it is 


» no leſs plain, that if this aſſiſting ſpirit be the 


Spirit who ſpeal:s in the Scriptures, he muſt, in 


this caſe, whiſper lomething privately to the 


- «© ear or heart of the ſinner ; belide what he pub- 


+ licly ſpeaks in the ſcriptures,” p. 34. 1. 38, &c. 
And again, And I preſume, that, with all free- 
dom, I may call, whatever ſpirit ſpeaks or ſug- 


<« geſts any thing not already publicly ſpoken in the 


“ ſcriptures, a private FI, p. 35. l 16. And 
thus, But this is not all: They are alſo careful 


d to magnify the teſtimony of ſome ſpirit, which 


they call the divine Spirit, above the written 
teſti— 


1 24 1 
e teſtimony of God in the ſcripture,” p. 446. 1. 9. 
And is not the Letter of the Scripture, yea, of 
the Goſpel, which in oppoſition to the Law, is 
called Spirit, a dead Letter, as to any Life- 
giving Effect, without the Life giving Influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghoſt, therein and thereby, 
to make the Letter of the Word of quickning Ef- 
ficacy ? If the Word, even the Word that Chriſt 
perſonally ſpoke when here on Earth, was ſuffi- 
cient of itſelf to give Life; why did our Lord 
thus query the unbelieving Jews, :66 Why do ye 
not underſtand my Speech?“ And anſwer'd it thus 
himſelf, + Even becauſe ye cannot hear my Words.“ 
They heard his Words by their outward Ears, but 
not with the Ear of Faith. And they did not un- 
| derſtand his Speech; becauſe they were not bleſt 
with Divine Illumination by the Holy Ghoſt. And 
ſo, with all their natural Capacity, they could not 
underſtand, (as no natural Man can diſcern the 
Things of the Spirit of God) for want of a ſpiri- 
tual Capacity, a new Nature, a ſpiritual Under- 
ſtanding given them, by the Almighty Energy, 
and the irradiating, and Life-giving Influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in and by the Word of Grace. 
And this ſeems to be Mr. S- n's Caſe ; and 
fo he ſpeaks evil of the Things he underſtands 1 | 


as he alſo doth of Intimacy with the Deity ; 


if it was mere Pretence, and cunning ae 3 
which looks as if he had never e that 
ineffable Felicity, that All. ſurpaſſing Blifs ! — But 
to return: If the written Word alone, or the Goſ- 

pel in its bare Miniſtration, was ſufficient in itſelf 

to give Life, how comes it to paſs, That it proves 
unto ſome, ** A Savour of Life unto Life ;”” and 
to others, who, naturally, hear the ſame Sound, : 

« A Savour of Death unto Death ?” Is it not thus, 

| becauſe, Some are bleſt with the Life - giving In- 

Wences of the Holy Spirit, 1 in and by the whit 

ile 


! 

while his Life: giving Influences of ſaving Grace, 
therein and thereby, are ſuſpended from others en- 
tirely, and fo they are left to ſink, notwithſtanding 
their hearing the Words of this Li fe, into Death e- 
ternally ? — Again, it the Word of Chriſt, ſpoken 
or written was of itſelf ſufficient, to give Light and 
Life to his People; for what End did he give 
them the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, to teach them 
all Things, to guide them into all Truth, and 
bring all Things to their Remembrance, whatſo- 
ever he had ſ. poken, for their Life of N r 4 
Was this pee ? According to Mr. S— 
it was. But let me put the Queſtion : Where : 
the Believer under Heaven, that finds not the 
Word in itſelf, whether written, read, thought on, 
or preached, to be no more than a dead Letter unto 
him, when the Life-giving influen es of the Holy 
Spirit, in and by the Word, are withdrawn ? What- 


Ever Mir. Sn may think, The quickning 


Influence of the Divine Spirit, in and by the Word, 
unto Acts of Faith on Chriſt, Love to him, and 
Joy in him, and unto intimate Communion with 
Him, and his Father, is the Spring and Sum 
of all vital Religion; and it's his that puts 
the Difference between a nominal and a. real 
Chriſtian; yea, between true Chriſtians them- 
ſelves, at different Times, as to their Liveli- 
neſs, and Deadneſs. But it's no Wonder, That 
he that denys the whole of the Holy Spirit's Work 
on the Heart, ſhould deny and reproach } it, in any of 
its Parts. 
But why this Oppoſition that he makes to the 
Holy Spirit's Witneſs to a Believer's Heart, That 
_ Chriſt dy'd for him? Is it not to make room for the 
Man's own Obedience, to give him that Satiſ- 
faction, without the Spirit's Witneſs to the Heart, 
upon an Act of Faith, by the Word of Promiſe, 
which is s annexed to it? : Inaſmuch as he elſewhere 
D _ lays 
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ſays, The Apoſtles themſelves, cou'd no other- 
wiſe know that they belong'd to Chriſt, but as they 
were daily influenc'd by the ſame Spirit.“ By Spi- 
rit there, and all along, I think he intends no 
more than the written Word, which he calls Spirit, 
and their Obedience toit, he makes their ſole Evidence. 
But this the Apoſtle Paul affirms of the Holy Ghoſt, 
« The Spirit Himſelf beareth Witneſs with our 
Spirits, That we are the Children of God.” And 
this Witneſs he always bears, in and by the Word 
of Promiſe ; which is and ought to be a Believer's 
firſt and chief Evidence of Intereſt; and that E- 
vidence waich the Spirit gives in our Obedience, 
is a fſecondaty Evidence to corroborate the 
But in his Oppoſition to the Spirit's Witneſs to 
the Man, That Chriſt dy'd tor him ; he advances 
this as the Reaſon, why ſuch a Thing cannot be 


known, becauſe he is not mentioned in the Book of 


God, by Name or Surname. — Let it be granted, That 
no poor Sinner now upon Earth, is mention'd in the 
Hfacred Book by Name or Surname, and that no 

Declaration is there made concerning him, under 
theſe Characters, That Chriſt dy'd for him: It will 
not from thence follow, That upon any Soul's firſt 


Act of Faith in Chriſt; his Name doth not Rand in 


God's Book, under this Character of a Believer. 
lam well perſuaded, That the Spirit's Witneſs 
to any Man, i hat Chriſt dy'd for him, is never 
borne, but upon his previous dire Act of Faith 
on Chriſt for Salvation; and the Man's Perſuaſion 
of his Intereſt in Chriſt's Death, is a conſequent, 
and reflex Act of his Faith in the Promiſe given to 
every Believer, and fo to him, under that Name.— — 
And fo, the Holy Spirit never witneſſeth more 
to the Heart, than is recorded in the written 
Word; He always in his Witneſs, as a Sealing 
Spirit to Believers, ſpeaks exactly according to, and 
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18 and by the e Whence, as well as by 
his being the promiſed Spirit, | ic is ſtyled, © That 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe, and is not in his Vit. 


neſs, as Mr. 8 


m moſt reproachſully ſays, 


-..$6. private ſpirit,” that tpeaks to the Heart, 
what is not publicly ſpoken in the Word. As for 


Inſtance ; When the Spirit of Promile, applys that, 


or ſuch like Word to the Heart of a Law-con- 
vinced Sinner, that ſces he has deſerved by Sin to 
die the threatned, even the ſecond Death, for ſuch. 
a a Souls Encouragement, to exert, under the Spirit's 
aſſiſting Influence, a direct Act of Laith on Chriſt, 
for the whole of his Salvation, as we have recorded 
Joh. 3. 16. God fo loved the World, that He 
gave his only-begorren Son, (unto Death, even the 
accurſed Death of the Croſs] that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in H. M, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
_ laſting Life: The Soul inſtantly. er Long en- 
couraged and aſſiſted by the Spir.c of Faith, at. 
tempts, and puts forth an Act of Fa ach on Chriſt 
for himſelf. or ior his n Salvation, by the great 
Saviour. This is his dire? Act of Faith, whether 
it be Looking, or Coming to him, Relying on 


him, or Truſting | in Chriſt tor himſelf. Upon this, 


_ His Name and Character, as a Belicver, ſtands in 
_ Gop's Book. And inftaatly, the Holy Spirit 
may, and he doth frequently, bear Witneſs to his 
_ own Work, on that Man's Heart, That he doth 
look, come to, or rely upon the Saviour, for the 
Whole of his Salvation, and conſequently, that he 
75 a Believer in Jesus z whence the Soul diſcerns 
it's own Act, and is perſuaded of che Truth of it. 
And immediately, the Spirit of Promiſe may, 
powerfully ſeal the Promiſe upon that Believer's 
Hart, That believing in Chriſt, he {2/7 mot perith, 
but have everlaſting Life Whence he excites and 


: aſſiſts the Soul, to, "and in a reflex Act of Faith, or 


A taking of God at his Word, whereby he ſets to 


D 2 his 


1 28) 


his Seal, That Cod is true, in the Promiſe given 


him, as a Believer in Chriſt, That he ſhall not pe- 


riſh, but have everlaſting Life. Upon which that 
Man, may ſay inſtantly and warrantably, in a full 
Perſuaſion ot his own Salvation, That Chriſt dy'd 
for him: While God in his Word, aſſures him of 


Life, by his Son's Death; the Spirit bears Witneſs 


thereof unto his Heart ; and his Faith, in its reflex 4 
Act, receives the Teſtimony, and) Joys in the pro- 
mis'd Grace, as his Eternal Security. Thus the 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe whiſpers, or rather, pro- 
claims aloud to the Heart, no more privately, than 
Gop ſpeaks publicly in his Word; and ſo is 10 
private ſpirit, according to the reproachful Sug- 


geſtion, 


One Thing more, ind I have done on "this 
Head. Mr. Sn afterwards aſſerts, That 
no man can know that he ſhall be ſaved, or be 525 ; 
ſuaded of his own Salvation, upon his rſt believing 5 
but muſt ſtay to ſee the Truth of his Faith, in the 
But moſt ſurely, The 
Truth of any Man's Faith in its firſt direct Act, fo 
far as the Spirit ſhines upon his Work, and the = 
Soul is conſcious to the Nature of its own Act, 
may be known unto Himſelf, in an Inſtant. If the 
Man, in his direct Act of Faith on Chriſt, exerts it, 
in a ſuperlative Love to the Saviour's Perſon, and 
deſires to have with Hiu, an inſeparable Union; if 


Obedience of his Life.“ 


the Man in this his believing on Chriſt for Salva- 


tion, doth it in Love to the pole of Salvation, or 
with earneſt Deſire to be ſaved from Sin, as well 
as Wrath, from all Iniquity, and unto all Purity, 
for Gop's Glory, and his Felicity; that Man's 
Faith is moſt certainly of the right Kind, or that 


Faith, which worketh by Love; and this he may 


know inſtantly, to his Heart's Joy. I have given 
this Hint, Sir, as I tho't this Head a proper Place 
tor 1 it; and need ſay the leſs, if any This when 
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1 come to what he after aſſerts.—I am now to give 
= you my Thoughts on, 

FPifthly. Mr. S— 


n's denying the [fluence 
: of Goſpel Grace, unto Goſpel Holinels. - Here 
he brings in Aſpaſio, ſpeaking of his appropriating 

= faith, and ſaying to Theron, “ Will this alienate 

your affections from your divine BeneracTtor? 

Will this irritate evil concupilcence, or {end you 

to carnal gratifications in queſt of happineſs ? 

Quite the Reverſe. When this faith is wrought 

in your heart, nothing will be ſo powerful to 

produce holy love, and willing obedience; to 
exalt your deſires: and enable you to overcome 
the world.” —— To which Mr. S —n takes 
the liberty to ſay in his turn, 6 Qv17z THE RE- 


A bold Stroke this! 
.—n ſo boldly denies the 


<4 


00; 


« 


3 
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But ſince Mr. S 


by Influence of Goſpel Grace, (or of an appropriating 
Faith in that Grace, which amounts to the ſame 


thing) unto Goſpel Holinels ; I alfo may take the 
liberty to affirm, what He denies, and in his Denial 
aſſerts, Quite the Reverſe. And likewiſe, that Mr. 

S n's Teaching, is quite the Reverſe to the A- 

poſtles Doctrine: While Paul, that knew well, 


That Chriſt loved him, and gave Himſelf for * 


ſays of its Influence unto Holineſs, for Himſelf, 
his Fellow- Apoſtles, and all the Saints, then, and 
to Time's End, For the Love of Chriſt (while 
they believed, and believe it by a reflex Act of 
Faith) conftraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead: And that 
he died for all, that they which live, ſhould not 
henceforth live unto T bemſelves, but unto Him that 
died for them, and role again.” And to the con- 
ſtraining Influence of Goſpel Grace, unto Goſ- 
pel Holineſs, all the Saints can bear Witneſs, 
from their own bleſt Experience, when they are in 
the Exerciſe of Faith concerning it, and their own 


Intereſt 
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Intereſt in it, from the greateſt Believer, even to 
the very leaſt.— Then, Sir, does not Mr. S 
Denial of it, look as if he had never experienc'd it? 


As if he had not known the Grace of God in J ruth, 


nor was yet bleſt with /aving Faith? 
And to what little Purpoſe is the Inſtance he 


brings to prove, what in his Denial he aſſerts, 


when he adds, „And accordingly the caſe will ap- 
“ pear, if we attend to matter of fact. The expe- 


„ rjment has been tried in the moſt advantageous 


c manner; and the effects are recorded for our ad- 
© monition, upon whom the ends of the world are 


% come. Were not the Jews very confident. of 


«their peculiar relation to God as his children, and 


full of the fondeſt expectations from their Meſ- 
«© nah? But what was the reſult? Jeſus tells us, 
* Now have they both ſeen and hated both me and 


e my Father, p. 421, l. 27. 


But, s, How little doth this farms. his pur- : . 


pole |! W hat was the carnal, unbelieving Jews Con- 


fidence of their national Relation to God as their 
Father, as they were the natural Offspring of Abra- 


ham, the Reſult of which was Hatred to Chriſt, and 
God in Him, to a Believer's Aſſurance of In- 
tereſt in Chriſt, by a Faith in him, that works by 


Love, to Him and his Father? Moſt ſurely, I ſe 


n Ither | is, nor ought to be any e e 
come o, 

e Mr. S 
pure Faith, in the ol' Flight to C hriſt for Life, 


into Acts of Love, in Obedience to his Commands. 


- And he lays, * But if we ſhould take theſe ſi- 


< militudes to refer to the Chriſtian race, wherein 
all that believe are called to run; then I own 
there is ſome propriety. in them. He that be- 
oh lieves, on hearing the voice of Chriſt ſaying, It 
* 75 I, be not afraid; will be ready to reply, Lord, 
what wilt thou 22 me to do ? Bid me come uuto 


v«£ 


66 * thee 


- n's 


n's T urning the Acts of. 


fo 


1 


e thee on the water; I am bound to give obedience | 


c at all hazards. If now we underſtand by the 


* form, the wrath that is to come, the believer, 
0 knowing that Chriſt hath done enough to deliver 
e from it, loves him, takes hold of him, or flies 
© tohim, in obeying his commands, and frequent- 
ing every mean of correſpondence with him; ac- 
4 cording to the word that Jeſus left with his 
<« diſciples, while he ſhould be abſent from them; 
If a man love me, he will keep my words; and 
ce my Father will love him, and wwe will come unto 
© him, and make our abode with him.” page 304. 
line 47. 
Here, Sir, we may re two Things. As, x7: 
That Mr. Sn turns the Soul's F light to Chriſt, 
for Deliverance from the Wrath that is to come, 
into a Believer's Running the Chriſtian Race, in his 
Ife, by Love's obedience ; and fays, he flies to 
Chriſt, in obeying his Commands. Whereas the Scrip- 
tures teach us, That the Souls Flight to Chriſt, _ 
for Deliverance from Wrath, is alone by F aith. 
As the Man-ſlayer fled from the Wrath of the A- 
venger, to the City of Refuge. Upon which Flight 
by Faith, every Soul that fees becomes, declara- 
tively, an Heir of Promiſe, of that great Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, Which God has made; in his Word, 
unto all that believe in Jeſus; and is inſtantly 
thereby, for ever ſafe from Eternal Wrath. Thus, 
By Him, (by Chriſt fled unto by Faith) all that 
* are juſtify'd from all Things.” And this 
Juſtification, is * Juſtification of Life, that has 
in it, an Eternal Diſcharge from all Sin, for which 
the Divine Law, condemns to Eternal Wrath and 
Death; and this the Soul has, by virtue of Chriſt's 
paſſive Obedience; it is thus juſtify*d by his Blood, 
upon the Soul's Flight by Faith unto it: Him 
hath God ſet forth as a Propitiation, thro' Faith in 
bis Blood. Again, Juſtification of Life, has in it 


an 


" 


(c 


C32] 
an indefeaſible Right and Title to Eternal Life, as 
the juſtify*d Perſon is accounted, and ſhall be dealt 
with, as one that 1s actively, and perfectly righ- 
teous, according to the Law's ſtricteſt Demands, 
by its moſt extenſive Precepts ; and this the Soul 


has by virtue of Chriſt's active Obedience; it is thus 


_ juſtify'd or made righteous by the Obedience of that 
One, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, upon its Flight uatoitby 
Faith; this Righteouſneſs, being imputed unto them 
that believe. — Now, Sir, If abeliever is thus bleſt with 
this Juſtification of Life, upon his firit Flight unto | 


Chriſt by Faith, what Room is there left for him 


to fly for Deliverance from Eternal Vengeance, by 
his own imperfect Love's Obedience? Moſt „ 
none at all.— But, 
We may obſerve, 2. That Mr. 8 n pla- 
ces the Motive of a Believer's Obedience of Love, 
or his obeying Chriſt's Commands, in a Fear of 
the Wrath that is to come, for Deliverance from 
which, he thus flies to Chriſt, as he ſays, by his own 
c Obedience. And this Obedience, he lays, a Be- 
lever is bound. to give at al! Hazards, that is, ac- 
_ cording to him, at the Hazard of the Loſs of his 
Soul for Ever. This Love, then, which he ſpeaks 
of that a Believer hath to Chriſt, if it be no other 
than he declares, is merely Selfiſh. I ſuppoſe he 
means, by Love to Chriſt, The Man's b-ing pleas'd 
that Chriſt dy'd for his Sins, in caſe he himſelf will 
be obedient, and do his Part, by his own Obedience 
of Life unto the End. And till this lies at the 
Bottom, That if he doesnot continue to be obedient 


it muſt be at the Hazard of his Soul, he will be ex- 


pos'd to the Wrath that is to come. — And what 
can ſuch an Obedience be, but mercenary ? Moſt | 
ſurely, it is legal, and not evangelical.— And I 

can't but think, That by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, of 
which he all along ſpeaks, he underſtands no more 

than his paſſive Obedience, or his dying I 
: ins, 


33 1 


Sins, in cafe we will be obedient ; and that he puts 


our Love in obeying Chriſt's Commands, in place 
of Chriſt's active Obedience, whereby, thro' his 
Atonement for. the Pardon of our Sins, we are to 
make ourſelves righteous, unto Life Eternal. And 


that from hence it is, that he militates ſo ſtrongly 
againſt a Believer's Aſſurance of Faith, and fays, 
no Man can know thar Chriſt dy'd for him, but by 
his own Obedience, if therein to the End he con- 
tinues firm. And what is this but, Chriſt merited, 
that we might merit, or intereſt ourſelves by our 
own Obedience in his Atonement ? Whence it 
appears to me, that Mr. S 
Bottom with all natural Men, and under the Cove- 
nant of Works, the Voice of which — Do and 
live. 


-n, is upon the ſame 


Whereas a true Believer's evangelical Obedience 


to Chriſt's Commands, ſprings from quite different 
Motives, and is directed unto very different Ends. 
Such a Man, and every Man, that is a ſpiritual 
Man, obeys, not for Life, but from Life; from a _ 
Principle of ſpiritual Life, which is Love to God, 
and Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt in the Hearr, 
Wrought in him by new- creating Grace; and from 
an unalienable Title to Life Eternal, given him by 
the great Promiſe of Gop, that cannot lie, given 


him in the ſacred Word, upon his Flight unto 
Chriſt by Faith: and ſo his Obedience flows 


from Love, and not fervile Fear, and is grateful 


Duty, and not legal Slavery. — Again; a true Be- 


liever's Goſpel Obedience to Chriſt's Commands is 
directed to Ends differing vaſtly from thoſe of all 
Mercenaries; viz. to the Glory of the Father in 
his Love; to the Glory of Chriſt in his Grace; 
and to the Glory of the Holy Ghoſt as the Com- 


forter in Office, in which his Grace ſhines with in- 


numerable Rays, and in various Diſplays; and 


like | 
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an indefeaſible Right and Title to Eternal Life, as 
the juſtify'd Perſon is accounted, and ſhall be dealt 
with, as one that is actively, and perfectly righ- 


teous, according to the Law's ſtricteſt Demands, 


by its moſt extenſive Precepts; and this the Soul 
has by virtue of Chriſt's active Obedience; it is thus 
Juſtify'd or made righteous by the Obedience of that 
One, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, upon its Flight uatoit by 
Faith; this Righteouſneſs, being imputed unto them 
that believe. Now, Sir, If a believer is thus bleſt with 


this Juſtification of Life, upon his firi! Flight unto | 
_ Chriſt by Faith, what Room is there left for him : 
to fly for Deliverance from Eternal Vengeance, by 


his own imperfect Love's Obedience 2 Moſt ſurely, 
none at all. — But, | 


We may obſerve, 2. T hat Mr. 85 c 


n pla- 


ces the Motive of a Believer's Obedience 485 Love, 
or his obeying Chriſt's Commands, in a Fear of 


the Wrath that is to come, for Deliverance from 
which, he thus flies to Chriſt, as he ſays, by his own 


Obedience. And this Obedience, he ſays, a Be- 
| lever is bound. to give at all Hazards, that is, ac- 


cording to him, at © the Hazard of the Loſs of his 
Soul for Ever. This Love, then, which he ſpeaks _ 
of that a Believer hath to Chriſt, if it be no other 

than he declares, is merely Selfiſh. I ſuppole he 


means, by Love to Chriſt, The Man's b-ing pleas'd 
_ that Chriſt dy'd for his Sins, in caſe he himſelf will 
be obedient, nd do his Part, by his own Obedience 
of Life unto the End. And ſtill this lies at the 
Bottom, That if he does not continue to be obedient _ 
it muſt be at the Hazard of his Soul, he will be ex- 


pos'd to the Wrath that is to come. — And what 
can ſuch an Obedience be, but mercenary ? Moſt 


| lurely, it is legal, and not evangelical. — And I 


can't but think, That by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, of 


which he all along ſpeaks, he underſtands no more 


than his paſſive Obedience, or his dying for our 


appears to me, that Mr. S- 
Bottom with all natural Men, and under the Cove- 
nant of Works, the Voice of which is, Do and 


3 


Sins, in caſe we will be obedient; and that he puts 


our Love in obeying Chriſt's Commands, in place 


of Chriſt's active Obedience, whereby, thro' his 
Atonement for the Pardon of our Sins, we are to 
make ourſelves righteous, unto Life Eternal. And 
that from hence it is, that he militates ſo ſtrongly 


againſt a Belicver's Aſſurance of Faith, and ſays, 


no Man can know that Chriſt dy'd for him, but by 


his own Obedience, if therein to the End he con- 
tinues firm. And what is this but, Chriſt merited, 
that we might merit, or intereſt ourſelves by our 


own Obedience in his Aronement ?2 Whence it 


[ive.-. 
Whereas a true Believer's evangelical Obedience | 


to Chriſt's Commands, ſprings from quite different 
Motives, and is directed unto very different Ends. 
Such a Man, and every Man, that is a ſpiritual 


Man, obeys, not for Life, but from Life; from a 
Principle of ſpiritual Life, which is Love to God, 


and Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt in the Hearr, 
wrought in him by new-creating Grace; and from 
an unalienable Title to Life Eternal, given him by 
the great Promile of Gop, that cannot lie, given 
him in the ſacred Word, upon his Flight unto 
Chriſt by Faith: and ſo his Obedience flows 


from Love, and not ſervile Fear, and is grateful 


Duty, and not legal Slavery. — Again; a true Be- 


liever's Goſpel Obedience to Chriſt's Commands is 


directed to Ends differing vaſtly from thoſe of all 
Mercenaries; viz. to the Glory of the Father in 
his Love; to the Glory. of Chriſt in his Grace; 


and to the Glory of the Holy Ghoſt as the Com- 


forter in Office, in which his Grace ſhines with in- 
numerable Rays, and in various Diſplays; and 


E. like — 


n, is upon the ſame 


N 
likewiſe, to the Advance of God's Glory, by hls 
increaſing Felicity, in a growing Conformity to 
Chriſt's Image, a nearer and ſweeter Communion 
with him here, and an Approbation by him, with 
reſpect to Service, unto riſing Honour, Glory and 
Praiſe hereafter. A Believer obeys not from laviſh 
Fear, but from Love's Liberty ; not from Self- 
Love, but from Love to God; not for his own _ 
Safety, but for God's Glory; and this is what he 
aims at ſupremely, while in a Courſe of Obedience, | 
he ſeeks his own Felicity ſubordinately. And thus. || 


his Obedience is filial and noble, according to the 
Goſpel, and not flaviſh and legal. As a Son of 
God, an Heir apparent, that is 20 more to become a 
Servant, a ſervile Servant, he walks in Duty with 
a Childlike Liberty. Being married unto Chriſt, as 
riſen from the Dead, join'd with Him in an infepa= |. 
rable Marriage-Union, he rings forth Fruit untv 
Gop. Being bought with 4 Price” the invaluable | 
Price of the Redeemer s Blood, he glorifies Gop, 
<vith his Body, and with his Spirit, which are his. As 
a dear Child of Gop, he walks before him, unto all 
Pleafing. In Love 10 Chriſt, he keeps his Command- 
ments; that in this way of Duty he may grow in 
Conformity to his Image, unto which he was of old 
predeſtinated; and enjoy more fully, the promis'd 
Felicity of Communion with God i» Love. And 
thus he /abours, that he may be accepted of Chriſt, 
with reſpect to Service, and receive his Approba- 
tion hereafter, to the endleſs LHonour of his great 
| Maſter's Grace, and therein and thereby, unto his 
own increaſing future Bliſs, while he thus runs His 
Race, for that © promis'd Crows ; and not that he may 
be delivered from the Wrath that is to COMC, —— 
But, Sir, I am to notice, wm 
Seventhly. Mr. S———n's Machine Fele ee 
when e uin, under the Cure of God, and in 
| danger 
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danger of the Wrath to come. And he ſays, ! No 
„ confeſſor of the Chriſtian faith, can find any 
ground in the ſcripture to think. with the po- 
00 pular doctrine, that his ſins are leſs diſpleaſing 
ce to God than thoſe of other men; that they ex- 
< poſe him leſs to the divine wrath, or make him 
ſeſs obnoxious to the curſe of that law, which 
faith, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
„ things written in the book of the law to do them, 
If any man imagines, on account of ſome acts 
of faith he has exerted, that his ſins expoſe him 
only to ſome fatherly chaſtiſements in this life, 
and not to the curſe of the divine law, and the 
<« wrath to come, he is ignorant both of the golpel 
and of the true God, 2 p. 419. 18. 
This anon, Sir, may be divided into three 
Parts. 4. That the Sins of Believers, are no /eſs 
diſpleating: to God, than the Sins of other Men. 
2. That they expoſe him no %s to the Divine 
Wrath, or make him no leſs obnoxious to the 
Curſe of the Law. And 3. That notwithlonding 
Adis of Faith, exerted on Chriſt, a Believer's Sins, 
_ expoſe him, not only to fatherly Chaſtiſements in 
this Life, but alfo to the Curſe of the Law, and 
the Wrath to come : And it any Man think other- 
wile, he aſſerts him to be ignorant of the Goſpel 
and of the true God, —To each of theſe, I ſhall 
5 jr 9 And 
That the Sins of a are no leſs diſ- 
e to God, than the Sins of other Men. — 
T bis I grant: That as the Divine Being, is a Gov | 
of infinite Holineſs, He cannot but hate Sin, all 
Sin, even the Sin of Believers, as it is a direct 
Contrariety to his infinite Purity; and in that re- 
ſpect, He is as much diſpleas'd with the Sins of 
Believers, as with thoſe of other Men. Yea, I 
will add, And much more is God d uſpleas'd with 
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the Sins of Believers, than with the Sins of others, 
becauſe of that near, that high Relation, in which 
their Perſons ſtand unto Him, in his Dear Son, 
and thoſe ſingular Favours, which he hath be- 


ſtow'd on them, which give their Sins much 
greater Aggravations. And a Gop of infinite 
Holineſs, a Gop of Judgment, who weighs all 


Mens Actions, muſt needs be diſpleaſed with all 
Sin, and more or leſs, according to the greater 


or leſſer Degree of its Aggravations.— But, as 


the Divine Being is a Gop of ſtrict, revenging 


Juſtice, to puniſh the Injury done by Sin, to his 


infinite Glory; in this regard, I confidently deny, 


That God is at all diſpleaſed with the Sins of Be- 
lievers, as he is greatly, with the Sins of other 
Men, With the Eye of his Omnilcience, he ſees 


and hates all Sin; but with the Eye of his 
ſtrict Juſtice, to puniſh, «© He hath not beheld 
Iniquity in Jacob, nor Perverſeneſs in Iſrael,” 


No: — H hath transferred all the Sins of his Peo- 


ple, from them, to his ſinleſs Son; Chriſt has made 


for their Sins a full Satisfaction; God has wit- 


neſs'd to it, by his Son's Reſurrection, as their 


Head, in their Room and Stead ; and now it be- 


comes a Matter of Juſtice, as well as Grace, to 


pardon and juſtify every Soul that believes in Je- 


ſus, and in God that rais'd him from the Dead, 


for his own Juſtification. And in ſuch a Man, 


God, with the Eye of revenging Juſtice, ſees no 


Sin, nor has he the leaſt vindictive Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt that Man, on account of his Sin. Tho' in 


Fatherly Diſpleaſure with Believers for their Sins, 
which flows from his infinite Love to their Per- 
ſons, he may and doth chaſtiſe them in the preſent 
Life, to diſplay his Holineſs, and to make them 


Partakers of it, to their increaſing Bliſs.—But 
2. That che Sins of a Believer ex pole him no leſs 
to 


E 
ko the Divine Wrath, or make him no leſs ob- 
noxious to the Curſe of the Law, than the Sins of 
other Men. — This, Sir, is as falſe, as God's Word 
is true. And neither Mr. Sn, nor any that 
| think with him, can produce one Text, to prove 
that any Believer, for Sin, is under God's Curſe, 
The Whole of the Goſpel runs quite the other 
Way, and declares the direct contrary. “ö Chriſt 
| hath redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, be- 
ing made a Curſe for us.” And, * Bleſſed is 
that Man, unto whom the Lord imputeth not 
Sin.“ Bur, © Imputeth Righteouſneſs without 
Works.” And whois he? It is every one that be- 
Heveth in Jesvs. „Een we, ſays the Apoſtle, 
have believed in Chriſt, that ve might be ſuſtiſied 


by the Faith of Chriſt.“ But to What is ſaid a- 


bove, I ſhall ſpeak more fully, by glancing at 
what Mr. Sn aſſerts, 


3. That notwithſtanding As of Faith, exerted c 2 


Chriſt, a Believer's Sins expoſe him, not only 


fatherly Chaſtiſements in this Lite, but alſo to os 
Curſe of the Law, and the Wrath to come. 
And how well it is for Believers, that this Aſſer- 
tion is falſe! Mr. S——n's Goſpel, if ſoit may be 
called, is another Goſpel, and not the Goſpel of 
CHRIST. In Chriſt's Goſpel we are told, by Him 
who is the Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs, 


= (Good News indeed!) © Verily, verily, I ſay un- 


to you, He that believeth on ME hath Everlaſting 
Life.“ He hath it, whoever, or whatever, con- 
tradicts it; He hath it by an irreverſible Grant of 

it; He bath it in Begun- Poſſeſſion ; and ſhall have 
it in its full Completion, maugre all Oppoſition. 


And here let our Faith reſt on this faithful Word 

of Chriſt, and on Chrift in his Word, as on its 
ſolid and immoveable Baſis, in a ſull Fenin of 
Intereſt 1 in Chriſt, and his great Salvation. Again, 


let. 
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let us hear him tell us the Privilege of all thoſe, 
who by him believe in God, who lent him, „Ve- 
rily, verily, Amen, amen, 1 fay unto you, He that 
heareth my Word, and belicveth on Him that ſent 


of God, for his Sin? No, adds our Lord, And 
from Death (in the Law's Curſe, and God's de- 
nounced Wrath) unto Life ;” that is, unto the 


Life of complete Juſtification, which is of an endleſs 
Duration, and unto an indefeaſible Right, to the 


it is that the Curſe and Wrath of God abides up- 


That Believers, who have fled unto Chriſt by 


Sin of Unbelief, that the Wrath of God, by the 
Law's Curſe, abides upon. —Believers, when they 
fin, cannot be expos'd to the Law's Curſe and the 


S 


God's Appointment, into a glorious and unaltera- 


ble 


me, hath Everlaſting Life:“ And what then? If 
he ſin, ſhan't he fall under the Curſe and Wrath 


ſhall not come into Condemnation ; but is paſſed 


Life of Eternal Glorification in Mz, who am his 
Life and Everlaſting Salvation. And again, Let 
us hear him tell us by his Fore- runner John, WhO 


on, © He that believeth on the Son hath Ever- f 
laſting Life, and he that believeth ot the Son ſhall 


not ſee Life; but the Wrath of God abideth on him. 
— o that, if we believe the Goſpel, we muſt ſay, 


Faith, for Refuge from the Wrath to come, are 
in Him for ever fafe from all Danger of that dread- 

ful Storm; and, That it's not Believers, but 

Unbelievers, for Sin, and eſpecially for that great 


Wrath to come, | becauſe this is incompatible with 
their State of Juſtification, which is Eternal. Mr. 
n, by placing Belevers under the Curſe for 
Sin, puts them into the ſame State with Unbe- 
lievers: But tho' he doth this declaratively; nei- 
ther He, nor any of the Powers of Darkneſs, 
ſhall ever be able to do this really. Upon a Be- 
liever's firſt Act of Faith on Chriſt, he paſſes, by 


ͤ—ͤ— 2 
g 
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ble Change of State, He is not juſtify? d only one 
Day when he believes, and condemn'd the next 


when he ſins, as an Unbeliever : But that fame a- 
bundant Grace, that immutable Grace which jul- 
tify'd him at firſt, abounds towards him always, yea, 
ir{uper-abounds over all his abounding Sin, and holds 
him for ever faſt in his State of Juſtif: ation, unto 
his everlaſting Salvation. And amidit a thouſand 


Changes in himſelf, as to his Perſuaſion of his Juſ- 
tification, God's juſtifying Act of Grace, which 
at firſt paſs'd on him in Chriſt's imputed Righte- 


_ ouſneſs, which his Faith received and embraced, 


knows no Change, nor has 1n it the leaſt Vartable- 
neſs, nor Shadow of Turning; but once a Believer, 


once juſtify'd, he abides always ſuch; and is «nd 
ſhall be in Chtift for ever, no other than a BGleſſed 
Man I It is the peculiar Glory of the Gel, That 


it puts a Believer into ſuch a State of Bleſſednels, 


from which he can zever fail! Our Lord “ came 
that we might have Life, and that we might have it 


more abundantly even all that Life which the firſt 
Adam loſt, and Life of an higher Kind, of ſuper- 


lative Degree, and of an endleſs Perpetuity, Per- 
fect Adam, in raraciſe, knew nothing of this in- 


effable Bliſs : lis 1appinels was conditional, and 
dependent on his 9w# Obedience, and thus it was 


| ſoon loſt. But a Believer's Lite and Bliſs, to him, 
is abſolutely frce, and dependent only upon 3 | 
Obedience, upon /:s immutable Perion, and 
fect and everlaiting Righteouſneſs ; and a ir 
ſhall laſt unto endleſs Ages. Adam's Standing was 
in Himſelf, upon his ws » Bottom ; and lo, from the 
Heights of paradiſical Bliſs, he preſently tumbled. 
down. But Believers ſtand in CHRIST, upon 
Ina, that ſure Foundation; and lo their Standing 
in Grace, and in this Grace of Juſtification, unto 
ſpiritual and eternal Lite and Bliſs, is {or ever firm. 


The 
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The Heirs of Promiſe here by Faith, may bathe 1 
themſelves in Pleaſures, until Viſion takes Faith's 
Room, and they lee Gop Face to Face, and live 
in, and dive into thoſe immenſe Pleaſures, which 
are at his Right-Hand for evermore. For, © Life  _ 
and Inmertality are thus brought to Liebi by the a 
Goſpel ,” from which a Believer can never, never BY 
fall. —And if Mr. Sn, or any other Perſon, 
ſays otherwiſe, mayn't we juſtly retort in his 
Words, and fay, © He is ignorant of the Goſpel, 
and of the true God? Of tha: God of Truth, who 
hath given his great Word for a Believer's eternal 
Juſtification, and his Freedom from cverlaſting 
Condemnation 2—1 proceed to, 
Eightbly. Mr. S——n's making our Love to 
Chriſt, in continued Obedience of Life, the Con- 
dition of our Salvation. — And he ſays of a Believ- 
er, who cou'd find no true reſt, till he heard that 
Chriſt thro' the eternal Spirit offered himſelf with- 
out ſpot unto God : * And tho' we cannot ſpeak 
to him in the ſtyle wherein Evangeliſta addreſſes 
« Neophytus; yet we may warantably commend 
« him to God, and to the word of his Grace, 
„ which he has profefied , aſſuring him that that 
<« word is able to /ave him if it abide in him, if he 
continue to love and obey it from the heart; 
„ otherwiſe he ſhall have his part with hypocrites 
« and unbelievers; even as Jeſus ſaid to thoſe 
Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
„ my word, then are ye my diſciples indeed; and ye 
e ſhall know the truth, aud the truth ſpall mak you 
«6: Tree,” £5202 3 26. 

Here, Sir, Mr. S—n ſuggeſts what he elſe- 
where expreſſes, That a ebe may ceaſe to be a 
Believer, and again become an Unbeliever; which 
can never be the Caſe with any true Believer in 
Chriſt. No: — That fame exceeding Greatneſs of 
Power, by which God rais'd his Son from the Dead, 
to 


Fruit of eternal Condemanation.- 
8 n here ſays of the Word of Grace, That 
that Word is able to ſave him, (i. e. the Believer) 
if it abide in him, Ui he continue to love and obey 
it from the Heart.” By which Obedience he in- 
tends the Obedience of Love to the Word's Pre- 
cepts in a Believer's Life: And this , which he 
puts in, makes his Obedience the Condition of his 
Salvation. Whereas a Believer's Obedience of- 
Love in Life is 2 the Condition of his Salva- 
tion kie is © ſaved by Grace thro' Faith.” Be- 
fore he is able to ſtrike one Stroke in good Works, 
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to die no more, and by which God quickens and 
raiſeth a dead Sinner, in giving him a Principle of 


Faith, doth and will ſecure him for ever from 
becoming again an Unbeliever. The Work of Faith. 


ſhall be alf in him, by Al mighty Power. This- 


00a Work begun, the Power of Gop will perform. 
He is and ſhall be kept in Faith, and thro' it by 
the Power of God unto Salvation; and ſo ſhall die 
no more, or become again an Unbeliever, to have 
his Portion with Hypocrites in the Lake of Fire, 


which burneth for ever and ever, as the bitter 
Again, Mr. 


or perform one Act of new Obedience, he muſt 


be God's Work manſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus, 
(in an inſeparable Union unto his Perſon, and the 
Fulneſs and Eternity of his Life) unto good 
Works; (and thence has a never- failing Spring for 
their Performance) which God hath before ordain- 
ed that he ſhould walk in them.” All thoſe good 
Works which a Believer ſhall perform, and ſuffi- 
cient Grace for their Performance, were Matters 
of Govy's Fore-appointment, and not made the 
Condition of, but the ordained Way in which he 
ſhould walk, for God's Glory and his own Joy, 
unto everlaſting Salvation. A Believer's Obedience 
of Love 1 in Life, is an ordained Part of the Whole 
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of his Salvation; and being ſaved 7o thoſe good 
Works he doth, as a ſaved Soul, and in his Way 
to full Salvation, they can be of this, in no wiſe, 
the Condition. And this our Lord ſaid to thoſe. 
Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 


my Word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed; and 


ye ſhall know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall make 
5 free:” By this /f, which our Lord puts, we 
are not to think, as I conceive, that Jeſus made 
their Continuance in his Doctrine the Condition of 
their being his Diſciples, nor of their Freedom from 


Sin's Guilt, and God's Curſe and Wrath; for that 


they were, and had already, as Believers on Him, 


and Receivers of his Doctrine, who was the Truth, 


and ſpake the Truth unto them ; but only that he 
excited them to their Duty, in a Continuance by 


Faith in Him, and in the Truth of his Doctrine, 15 


in order to their greater Privileges which were con- 


nected with that Continuance, in an Apparency to 


themſelves, and to all of their being his Diſciples, 


andina fuller Enjoyment of that Freedom from 


_ Guilt and Wrath, which they already had by Faith. 


As Jeſus ſaid to the Eleven Apoſtles, 5 Judas 


Was gone out, who were already indeed his Diſci- 


ples, by this ſhall all Men know that ye are my 
Diſeiples, F ye love one another, John 13. 35. 
And herein is my Father glorify'd, that ye bear 


much Fruit, ſo fhall ye be my Diſciples, Ch. 15. 8. 
It is an Apparency of their Diſcipleſhip to them- f 
ſelves and others, that our Lord here ſpeaks of; 


and his Words don't in the leaſt imply, That their | 
Performance of the Duties he call'd them to, was 


the Condition of their being his Diſciples ; or that 


upon their partial Non- compliance with their Duty, 


they ſhou'd have their Part with Hypocrites and 
Unbelievers eternally. And in like manner I un- 


derſtand what our Lord ſpake t to thoſe Jews who * 
believed 
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believed on him, © If ye continue in my Word, 

then are ye my Diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall know 
the Truth, and the Truth mall make you free.“ 

And again Mr. S——n ſays, The ſimple 

«helief of the truth, is the only ſpring of all true 

„„ holineſs, of all love and obedience to God. 

« He who, perceiving the divine love to ſinners 

* of all forts, without diſtinction, manifeſted in 

the Atonement, is thereby led to love the atone- 

ment and the divine character appearing there, 
and ſo to enjoy the promis'd comfort reſulting 
thence to the obedient, comes at the ſame time 
to Know his particular intereſt in the atone- 

ment,“ p. 428. l. 28. 

Here again Mr. $——n makes our Obedience 
4 Love in Life the Condition of our Salvation; 
as without this, the Atonement will be of no Be- 
nefit to us: The only Comfort reſulting thence, 
being 0 the Obedient.“ Whereas the Comfort 

reſulting from the Atonement lies in this, That 
God gave his Son to Death for the Life of Sinners, 
that Chriſt laid down his Life for his Sheep, for 
his Own, among all Nations of Men, both of Jew 
and Gentile ; ; (and not as he ſays, For Sinners 
of all Sorts without Diſtinction,“ or for the whole 


«<6 


<c 


(0 


"66: 


World of Men univerſally) and that thence the 


_ Goſpel calls Sinners indefinitely unto Faith in Chriſt 
and his Atonement for themſelves, and that merely 
under the Character of their being Sinners, (and fo 


there's room for the vileſt to come in) and not un- 


der the Character of their being Obedient by Love 
in Life. But the Sinner's Obedience, according 
to Mr. Sn, mult intereſt him in Chriſt's Atone- 
ment, and that it is by his Obedience he comes to 
know his particular Intereſt: Whereas it is by 
Faith's Obedience only, in its direct Act on Chriſt, 
that any Sinner has a declared Intereſt in Him and 
his Atonement, by God's written Word; and it 
| 42 e ig 
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| caſe we do not we mult N eternally.— 


La] 


is by his reflex Act of Faith on God's Promiſe 


given to Believers in Chriſt, that he comes to his 
firſt and warrantable Perſuaſion of Intereſt, without 
the Conſideration of his Love in Life's Obedience. 


And when Love in Life is drawn forth, ſo that he 
has in that reſpect his Pruit unto Holineſs, the 


Holy Ghoſt, in a ſecondary Way, may and doth 


bear Witneſs to that Man' s Heart, That the End 


of this his Courſe ſhall be Everlaſting Life. Which, 


as a Corroborating Evidence, gives him an addi- 1 
tional Fulneſs of -Aﬀurince as to his own Intereſt 


in Chriſt's Atonement ; but not in the leaſt that his 


| Intereſt therein was or is dependent upon his being ; 


Obedient. No; the Atonement made for him, 


which he by F aith received as a chief Sinner, Jes © 


cures his Obedience for ever. And it is the Faith 
of this Grace that enlargeth his Heart to run his © 


Race in Love's Obedience. 


And as to that Love to God, and. to o Chriſt's 
Atonement, and to the Divine Character appear- 
ing there, which Mr. S——n ſpeaks of, it ap- 
pears to me to be no more thaw” Self-Lovez or at 

moſt the Man's being pleas'd that God appears ſo 
gracious as to ſet forth Chriſt's Atonement for him 
to intereſt himſelt in it by his own Love to it, in 
being in his Life obedient. And ſo the Love of 


God, and of Chriſt therein, will be found to be no 
more than this, that we thereby have an Oppor- ! 


tunity to /ove ourſelves for our own TOOK: and in 


But, 1 


muſt notice. 55 
Ninthly. Mr. S——n 's le Ke of all 
thoſe who aſſert #Y Neceſſity of direct Acts of 


Faith in order to Juſtification, as making Faith 


our juſtifying Righteouſneſs. And he ſays, «The 
** higheſt decency certainly requires, that the dif- 


*« ference between what is holy .and what is pro- 


fane ſhou'd be ſet forth in the ſtrongeſt colours; 


0 eſpe 1 5 
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0 eſpecially when the oreateſt pains are taken to. 
make that difference diſappear, to confound hu- 
„ man efforts (i. e. in direct Acts of Faith, to 
« which the Miniſters exhort) with the divine. 
© righteouſneſs,” p. 87. 1. 9. — And again, © It 
\« wou'd be too tedious to take particular notice of 
all theſe forms of expreſſion. But one thing in 

ce the general may be freely ſaid, that where the 
4 faith neceſſary to juſtification is deſcribed, every 
«epithet, word, name, or phraſe, prefixed or ſub- 
_ « joined to Fair, not meant as deſcriptive of 
the truth believed, but of ſome good motion, 
< diſpoſition, or exerciſe of the human ſoul about 
it, is intended, and really ſerves, inſtead of 
clearing our way, to blindfold and decoy us; to 
„ impoſe upon us, and make us take braſs for 
gold, and chaff for wheat; to lead us to eſta- 
s bliſh our own, in oppoſition to the divine Righ- 
1 * teouſnels,” p. 329. J. 29. 
Here, Sir, Mr. S—n will have nothing elſe 
but the Truth believed to be the ſole Requiſite for 
_ Juſtification, without any good Motion, Diſpoſi- 
tion, or Exerciſe of the human Soul about it. But 
did ever any Man talk at this wild Rate! How 9 


can the Truth be believed without the Exerciſe of 


the human Soul about it? Is not the Aſſent of the 
Underſtanding to the Truth declared, which he all 
along inculcates as neceſſary to Juſtification, the 
Exerciſe of the human Mind about it? If Submiſ- 
ſion to the Redeemer's Righteouſneſs is required, 
can that Submiſſion to it "be without an Act of 
Faith in the human Soul receiving it? Or can a 


Non- Submiſſion to it be without an Act of the 


human Soul by Unbelief rejecting it? If Mr. 
Sn wou'd have nothing more neceſſary to 
5 Juſtification than the Truth ot Chriſt's Atonement 
declared, he ſhould not have added to it, believed; 

for that in, beſpecks an Act of the human 


Soul 
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| Soul about it: And then how ſtrange is it that he | 
| himſelf ſhou'd inſtantly contradict it But any 
thing or nothing will ſerve him to ſtrike a Blow 
on his popular Preachers, whom he ſeems mor- 
tally ro hate, and whom he brings in as a ſet of 
the moſt wicked and deſigning Men, that really 
intend to decoy and deceive Souls in Matters of * 
ternal Concern. But I come to . 885 
His falſe Accuſation; and he tells us, That theſe 5 
popular Preachers take the greateſt pains to con- 
found human Efforts, 1. e. direct Acts of Faith on 
Chriſt, to which they exhort, with the Divine Righ- : 
teouſneſs; yea, to lead us to eftabliſh our own, in 
Oppoſition to the Divine Righteouſneſs ——Bur, did 
ever any of the popular Preachers, whom he ſo - 
ſtrongly oppoſes, aſſert concerning a direct Act of 
Faith on Chriſt in his Righteouſneſs for Juſtifica- 
tion, That this Act of the Believer's Faith ſhou'd, 


together with the Divine Righteouſneſs, be the | 


Foint-Matter of his Juſtification ? No, ſurely ; 
This they always guard againſt, by declaring Faith 
to be no more than an empty Hand, to receive a 
whole complete Righteouſneſs already wrought. 
out, as God's free Gift, by the Goſpel held forth, 


to be received by Faith; and fo they are far from oe 


confounding human Efforts, or Acts of Faith with 
the Divine Righteouſneſs. Much leſs do they, in 
exhorting to Acts of Faith on Chriſt for Righte- 
ouſneſs unto Juſtification, lead Men to eſtabliſh 


their own in Oppoſition to the Divine Righteouſneſs, : 
while they declare to all, Their Act of Faith is 
neither in Whole, nor in Part, the Matter of that : 


Righteouſneſs whereby they mal be juſtified, — 
And of this I think Mr. S- cannot be 1 igno- 
rant; yea, he muſt know it, as "he elſewhere ſays, 
to this Effect, That when they have put Men 
upon Enquiry if they have ever exerted an Act of 
Faith on Chriſt, as the All of their Comfort; 5 

0 
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fo it is as to their own Intereſt ; for without it, 
they have no declared Right to Chriſt and his 
| Righteouſneſs in the Word of God: ) they then 
teach them to look upon it as bing.“ And in- 
deed, nothing it is, in Point of Righteouſneſs; but 
much, in receiving Chriſt's whole Righteouſneſs as 

God's free Gift, whereby it declaratively becomes 


theirs, while to them that believe God imputes it. 
So that what he ſays of the popular Preachers, 


that while they exhort Men to Acts of Faith, they 

' confound human Efforts with the Divine Righteoui- 
neſs, and lead Men to eſtabliſh their own, in Op- 

_ poſition to this Righteouſneſs, is a falſe : Accuſation, 


and a malevolent ee l am to notice, Ls 
once more, ; 


Tenthly. Mr. ss Difriſling all the Þe- 


ſeriptions of Faith, which he is pleas'd to call. 


Modern, to the Regions of Darkneſs, from whence _ 


(he impiouſly ſays) they came. 


And thus he is 


pleas'd to ſay, He who knows what is the truth, 


cc 


with any of the controverſies that have been 


moved about, What is faith ? Yea, he may, with 

© the greateſt confidence and ſafety, diſmiſs all the 

„modern Deſcriptions of it, whether faſhionable. 

* or popular, and fend them back to the regions 

0 darkneſs from whence Hey came, Page 482. 

line 30% 

e, Sir, if thoſe Deſeriptigns of Faith, -which 
he calls modern, came from Heaven. as moſt cer- 
tainly they did, as God himſelf gives them! in his 
ſacred Word, how daring is it in Mr. S. n, 

co diſmiſs them back to che Regions of Darkneſs 

(to the Depths of Hell) from whence (he impiouſſy 


ſays) they came! What is this leſs than Blaſphemy, 
than Heaven-daring Wickedneſs! — Is this his 


Love to Gop? No, ſurely. It rather looks 
18 the e malignant 140 of Satan. who 1s to God 


| and — 


has no occaſion to give himſelf any diſturbance _ 
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and Man the grand Adverſary. And if he is not 


enabled to exert thoſe direct Acts of Faith on Chriſt 
in his Atonement, for the Pardon of his Sins, and 
of this capital one; and in his Righteouſneſs, for 
the Juſtification of his Perſon, which he ſo much 
derides, and at preſent blaſphemes, I wou d not be 
in his Caſe for ten Thouſand Worlds; 3 a he 
in apparent Danger of the Wrath to come, and of 
ſinking under the intolerable Weight of Sin inevi- 
tably, into the dreadful Abyſs of eternal Miſery. 


With reſpect to Himſelf, Sir, 1 wou'd Juſt re- 


| mark; and ſo ſhall cloſe. 


Firſt. That if His Faith is no more b 2 "hare 


Perſuaſion, that Chriſt dy'd to ſave Sinners, or a_ 
| ſimple Belief of the Report thereof in the written 
Word, his Faith is no more than what Thouſands 
have, and may have under the Goſpel, and yet 


periſh for Ever: Nor yet is it any more than the 


Faith of Devils; however grating this may be unto _ 
bim; for the Devils believe that Propoſition as a 
- revealed Truth, and tremble at its happy Effects 
upon ſaved Men, which will for ever ſting them, 
and at that fiery Indignation, which ſhall be poured _ 
upon them, for all their . And well it 
wou'd be, if Mr. S——n trembled too, at that 
Wrath which is to come, and like to come down. 
upon him; if by a Sieht of his Danger, he might 
be excited to flee to Chriſt for Refuge, by thoſe 
very Acts of Faith, againſt which, at preſent, he 
makes the moſt violent Oppoſition, notwithſtanding 5 
their being connected with everlaſting Salvation 1 8 
the ſacred Word, by an unchanging Cob. ; 


Secondly. Thar tho' Mr. Sn lets forth his 
F aith in the Truth, as attended with Love to it; 


his Love appears to be no more than Se. /- Love; 
in that by his Notion of Chriſt's Atonement, he 
thinks he may have, or has, the F orgiveneſs of his 


paſt Sins; that now he may ſet up to — 
1 | ix 
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himſelf, to \ ſecure his own Salvation. And it ap- 
pears that herein, he is under the Influence of the 


Law, in that he is influenced thereto, by a Fear of 
Lalling from his Obedience. As he ſays, The 
Believer's Fear of Falling, keeps him from it. And 
ſo Fear, not Love, keeps him obedient. He ne- 
ver aſſerts, that his Obedience ſprings from Love 
to the Glory of God, as the God of his Salvation, 
nor from Gratitude to his Saviour, as being already 
a ſaved Soul; but that he moy be ſaved eternally : 
And ſo it appears he obeys merely, in Fear of Fall- 
ing away; which is legal Slavery. And as to his 
Love to true Chriſtians, he appears to be one of the 


molt violent Oppoſers and Reproachers of them. 
Thirdly. That tho' Mr, S treats moſt op- 


pn . all Miniſters and Chriſtians, who aſ- 


ſert the Neceſſity of direct Acts of Faith, in order 


to Juſtification; as diſliking the Atonement, and 
adding ſomething elſe to it, to the Excluſion of it: 
=. Te himſelf doth the ſame Thing. In that he ſavs, 
53 << this muſt be believed for Juſtification. bes = © Ho 
Report is one Thing, the Perſuaſion of it another. 

Chriſt ia what Hz has done, as reported by the 

_ Goſpel, is the Object of Faith ; his Perſuaſion of 
” gh ruth of it, is his Act, that is converſant about 


And if his Act concerning the Truth, is neceſ- 


+ fn for Juſtification ; then, according to him, 
1 ſomething elſe is neceſſary, beſides the Atone- 
ment. And if he pleaſe, he may call this ſometbing, 

as he terms Faith, his own Righteouſneſs, which he 

joins with Chriſt's, to the Excluſion of it, And ſo 

he will ſtand upon even Footing, with thoſe he ex- 
EL claims againſt, | 


Again 


Fourthly. It appears, Mr. S— n himſelf 


knows not what Account to give us If his Faith: 


Which he wou'd have to be Scriptural and 


Apoſtolic ; in that he —. the Truth be- 


G RA lieved, 
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lieved with his Faith concerning it. One while, 


the T7uth to be believed is the very Eſſence of his 
Faith; When once a Man believes a Teſtimony, 


he becomes poſſeſſed of a Truth; and that Truth, 


may be faid to be his Faith; p. 301. J. 9. And 
ſo he hath no Faith in it at all. Anon, the Truth 
is God; But the Eſſence of their Faith, was the 
eternal God, 8 P- 288. J. 14. And lo his Faith is 


0 deiſy'd. 


DOD pon the whole, Sir,” I chink, That Mr. OT 
is a very unaccountable Man. One wou'd think, 
as ſome have done, from his vehement Oppoſition | 
to Miniſters and Chriſtians of all forts, comparing 
them to Jews and Pagans, and charging them 
With ſending Multitudes to Hell: That his Deſign 
8 therein, was to overthrow Chriſtianity itſelf. Or 5 
at leaſt, to advance Himſelf, and Thoſe that ad- 


here to his Notions, as the 'only true Chriſtians, — 


Alas, Sir, how little doth that Charity appear in 5 
bis Letters, which he fo much talks of ! — Whate- 
ver was his Deſign, I really think, the Deſign of 
the grand Adverlary to God's Glory and Man's 


Felicity, was to uſe him as an Inſtrument, to decry 


the Faith of the Goſpel, to hinder Souls from be- 5 


heving | in Chriſt for Life, by ſuggeſting the For- 


ivenels of their paſt Sins, upon their bare Perſua- 
f ton, that Chriſt dy'd for Sinners, and to continue 

them under a Covenant of Works, for their own 
Salvation; which he knew wou'd ok. them into 


Eternal Perdition. 


And how ſtrange | is it, Gee alin Vt arts : 
Taſtification (by which ! ſuppoſe he means only 
that Part of it, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, as he no 
Where ſpeaks of Chriſt's active Obedience to the 
Law's Precepts, to make us actively righteous) to 


be alone by Chriſt's Atonement; ſhould alſo aſ- 


= ſert, thoſe Who: are — diſpoſed to pleaſe "tal | 
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ſhall be happy without the Atonement 7 ? For in his 

oppoſition to direct Acts of Faith on Chriſt for 

Juſtification, he ſays, «Thus the Diſpoſitions made 
« neceſſary for our obtaining Life by Chriſt, are 
e ſufficient to make us live without him, and to ſu- 
_ «& perſede the neceſſity of any Chriſt, or atonement 
„ at all,“ p. 89. 1. 12. And again, © The field 

then is left fair and open, for every one that 

wills, to run. Every let or hindrance, every ob- 

CL jeclion that the reaſoning faculty of Man can 
«frame, is entirely removed. < Let all the 
« well diſpoſed, all the friends of virtue avail them- 
| ſelves of the free declaration; God himſelf hath 

-<« ſet his oath to it, that every one that turns from 
evil to do good, ſhall be happy,“ p. gr. 1. 26. 
7 "TUE Perſons he here ſpeaks of, are Unbelievers; 

as is evident, by his oppoſing Chriſtians, to thoſe 

Perſons, ** Chriſtians have no occaſion to quarrel 
with them,“ 15 36. Not to ſtand On his Impro- : 

_ priety, in ſuggeſting, that Unbelievers, who are 
deſtitute of a Principle of ſaving Faith in their 
. Hearts, (which | is in every Believer, while his Faith 

in its Acts is yet but in the Embryo) may be ſin- 

cerely diſpoſed to pleaſe God, and that the Door 
is open for their ſo doing, by their own obedience 
to the Law; and his Contrariety to what Paul 
aſſerts, ' ** That without Faith it is impoſſible to 

pleaſe him:” And, « As many as are of the Works 
of the Law, are onder the Curſe :” How odd is it 


* 


4 
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to ſay, that theſe Unbelievers may be happy in o- 


beying the Law without the Atonement ! Is 15 by 
poſſible that fallen Man can keep the Law perfectly? 
Have not they already broke the Law? Doth not 
its Curſe reſt upon every Unbeliever? Will not the 
Curſe fink Unbelievers into endleſs Miſery, if they 
are not enabled to believe in Chriſt, as having 
borne the Curſe for their eternal Felicity? How 
| 8 2 | then 
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then can any ſinful Man be happy, without the 
Atonement? Is it poſſible that wicked Men can 
turn from vil and do Good, fo as to live eternally, 
any otherwiſe, than by Faith in Chriſt, and Repen- 
tance towards God, evangelically ? Does not that 
Turning from Evil to do Good, unto which Life 
is annexed in Ezekiel, if extended unto eternal Life; 
neceſſarily imply that only Way, Chrilt believed on, 
walked in, by which alone any Sinner can turn unto. 
God, ſo as to be eternally happy ?—But Mr. S n 
Jus -geſts, “That the Atonement is made for the 
Obedient, p. 428. l. 34 And fo ſhall be of Aa“ 


to them by their own Obedience. And it matters 
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not much, he ſays, whether we obey the Law or 
the Goſpel, p. 391. l. 8. For it is much the 
ſame, whether he be prompted to exert acts of faith 
or to do the Works of the law in order to juſtifica- 
tion.” - But how can this be /e, while in obeying 
the Law, we are of the Works of the Law; and 
ſo under the Curſe:“ And in obeying the Goſpel 
by direct Acts of Faith on Chriſt, © By Hf all 
that believe, are juſtify'd from all Things, from 
which they could not be juſtity'd by the Law of 
Moſes?“ Far then, is Obedience to the Law and 
the Goſpel, from being much the /ame. How vaſtly 
wide is the Difference] What is his Jumbling, then, 
bur a plain Joining of the Law and the Goſpel for 
the ſame End, of a Sinner's Happineſs : Notwith- 
ſtanding all his Contention, for what he calls the 
| Gofpel, or a bare Perſuaſion of the Atonement for 
Juſtification ? He no where ſays, that Unbelievers 
are juſtify'd ; and yet ſuggeſts, that they may pleaſe 
God and be happy without the Atonement, IS 
not this plainly advancing two Ways of Salvation, 
the one by the Law, the other by the Goſpel ? 
And how contrary is this to, There is no other 
Name under Heaven given among Men whereby | 
Wwe 
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52 
while he aſſerts ſome Things that are true, and yet 


1 
we muſt be ſaved.” ? —— But if any one ſhould 
think, that his thus arguing is by Way of Sarcaſm; 
1 cannot think with him. As Mr. Sn all a- 
long inſiſts ſo much upon the Creature's Obedience, 
to ſecure his own Salvation. And how awful is 


it in any Man to ſpeak any Thing, as a Sarcaſm, | 
that has a natural Tendency to derkive Souls! in the 


great Matter of Salvation, as Mr, S n has 


done! Ought not a Goſpel Miniſter to be plain 
and faithful? But take Mr. 8 
beſt Light we can, when he moſt comends for the 


n in the : 


Goſpel ; as he diſtinguiſheth between Juſtification 


and Salvation, and aſſerts the former to be by 
Chriſt's Obedience, and the latter by our own : 


What is it, but Joining Chriſt and us together in 
the Matter of Salvation, and making Him but an 


Half-Saviour, while we ourſelves muſt complete 


the Work by our own Obedience, or the Atone- 
ment will be of no Avail unto us? 

By ſeveral Parts of his Performance, . ſuſpect 
him to be a Sabellian ; in others, he looks like a 


Neonomian ; in ſome, like an Antinomian ; (and 


what he ſays, tends much that way ;) and in many, 


like an Arminian. — But whatever he be really, 
J judge Mr. Sn to be unſound in the Faith 
_ exceedingly, 


And! it is to be lamented, chat ſo many of Mr. 
ke's Church, by him have been ſeduced; 


blends Falſhood with the Truth throughout the te- 


dious and intricate Maze of his Pages. — But if any 
of the Lord's own have been, or may be, miſled for 
a Time : They ſhall be recovered again out of the 

_ Snare of the Devil; to the Glory of ſaving Grace, 

| which ſecures their eternal BliG. 
while, God has had his Witneſſes among them, 


And mean 


who from a bleſt Experience of ſaving Faith in their 
Hearts 
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"Ins; in its direct Aas towards Chriſt, have borne 


With great * Dear ir, Pe, 
Tam, Ke. 
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Teſtimony to the Truth, amongſt the ſeduced z and 
who, when they cou'd not be heard by them, nor 
prevail with them, have bore further Witneſs to it, 
by a juſt Separation from them, as the Errors 
which were crept in amongſt them, ſtrike at the 
Foundation, of a Believer's Safety and Conſolation : 
Which 1s and ſhall be, unto God's res Oh and 
their Joy and Honour in the Day of CARL, 


Y 
ts tld 
- 


_ — 


r — = 


CRT ape Foe ene 


= 
- 
* 
— 
» K. 
. = z© 
* 
* 
oy 4 
' 4 
* % FY 
% 
8 4 
- 
. 
* 
* 
= 
. 
\ 
. 
* 
* 
. 
- 
» 
& * 
— l . 
> * be 
* —— 
* 
5 4 
= 
— 
. 
— 
£ 
— 
= : 
” 
. 
* 
* 


YES 
we 
6 
— n 
TL, - 
2 4 
— — 
— 2 — — St 2 * — 2 r 


